
Heath Board of Health 

Meeting Minutes 

        July 17th, 2013 

 

Present:  

 Board Members:  Rebecca Allen, Chair, Jenna Day, Karen Brooks, John Doherty 

 

Meeting Convened 6:09 pm 

 

Minutes for July 3rd were approved with corrections. 

 

Sadoga Rd update:  Landowner wrote to BOH asking for extension of time to remove/repair trailer.  

Permission granted until Oct 1
st
.  Clerk will send letter. 

 

96 Taylor Brook Rd:  Health Agent inspected again on 13
th
 of July.  He told homeowner to continue 

cleaning up property, especially plastic objects.  The BOH will follow up with a letter stating our 

expectations. 

 

146 Colrain Stage Rd update: The new owners have asked the BOH for all septic  records, building 

permit applications, etc, on the property.  We do not have any septic records and the BOH does not hold 

building permit records. Clerk was asked to communicate this to owners. 

 

166 Colrain Stage Rd:  Glen Ayers provided us with a copy of the letter to homeowner requesting access 

to the property for an inspection on July 23
rd

. 

 

3 Ledges Rd:  Clerk read e-mail sent to homeowner thanking her for her cleanup efforts and giving her 

the extension she required.  Homeowner is to contact board when work is complete. 

 

40 Avery Brook Rd:  perc results were received as witnessed by our health agent. 

 

70 Underwood Hill Rd:  Landowner visited the office and asked for the next steps in completing his 

building project.  Clerk showed him his file and explained well-testing and the process for septic 

installation as well as how the building department online system can be accessed.   

 

Hager’s Farm temporary food permit was signed.  Clerk with send it out once the insurance form has been 

received. 

 

Well regulations were tabled again. 

 

101 Hosmer Rd:  The clerk looked into the building application online that requires a sign-off from the 

BOH.  One permit application which had already been signed off on was for a foundation for a tent 

platform.  The board discussed the history of building permit sign-offs.  In the past, the Board had 

requested to sign off on every building permit application that would cause a change in the footprint. 



The clerk will discuss this with the building department and contact the owners of 101 Hosmer Rd re: the 

use of the tent platform.  If it is for a living space, it must have a temporary occupancy permit.  Currently 

in Zone A this permit would only be good for 2 weeks.   

 

The clerk researched greywater systems and local approvals.  DEP will review pilot program greywater 

systems for a $400 application fee.  Currently this is the only way to have an approved, new greywater 

system although the expectation is that Title V will be changing in the next few years to broaden its 

approach to greywater disposal and recycling. This process may become simplified once more pilot 

programs have been approved and have been in existence for a period of time.  Otherwise, Title V defers 

to the Plumbing Code which discusses greywater disposal. Title V also states that local boards can adapt 

any part of Title V on a case-by-case ruling except 310cmr15.415, particularly if the intention of Title V 

has been met and the request is reasonable. 

 

The Benson Place cancelled their food inspection as they were not ready for Glen. 

 

The clerk provided a draft of the perc policy as it pertains to which pre-existing percs can be accepted.  

This draft will be reviewed at our upcoming perc season discussion. 

 

The Chair asked that the policy on porta-potties be added to the BOH link on the town website.  The clerk 

asked that the policy be discussed at our next meeting. 

 

Mohawk Estates is still not in compliance with their drinking water and beach testing.  The clerk will 

contact the Steve Rogers, current president of the MEPOA board, letting him know that the beach will be 

closed if test results are not received. 

 

Camper-Trailer Regulations:  The BOH needs to review the current regulations for amendments.  We will 

work on these to ready new regulations for town vote before next round of permitting. 

 

The board reviewed the zoning bylaws as they relate to building in Mohawk Estates.  We need to make 

sure that we are referring to and relaying current zoning when discussing the possibility of permitting a 

well or septic. As this pertains to old business, Karen will contact the owner of 32 Shawnee Drive to 

clarify how the zoning bylaws will affect his possible plans.  She will also discuss with Health Agent and 

Building Inspector the need to clarify the definition “seasonal cottage” as it pertains to existing camper 

trailers with living space additions as this is one of the requirements for installing tight tanks and find out 

who makes this ruling. 

 

Perc Season Discussion:  We discussed whom to invite to a special meeting for discussing the extension 

of the perc season.  We will invite the Board of Selectmen, the Health Agent, the Conservation 

Commission, Bill Lattrell (Conservation Agent for the town, the Planning Board, and several installers 

and realtors.  We are going to try for a meeting on August 28
th
 at 6pm. 

 

Meeting adjourned 7:42pm 

 

Respectfully submitted by Karen Brooks, Board of Health Clerk 



Documents 

 

Perc Test 40 Avery Brook Rd 

Zoning Bylaws 

BOH Camper Trailer Regulations 

Perc Policy Draft 

Letter from Sadoga Rd property owner 

Health Agent’s letter to 166 Colrain Stage Rd 

Clerk’s letter to 3 Ledges Rd 

Porta-potty policy 

Hager’s Farm food permit 

 


