
Minutes of the Meeting of the Heath Finance Committee 

December 17, 2012 

 

Time:  3:00 pm 

Place:  Sawyer Hall 

Present:  Ned Wolf, Jeff Simmons, Don Freeman, and Alice Wozniak 

Absent:  Gloria Fisher, and Kathy Inman 

 

There was a discussion of how the Town might pay the $9,157.86 plus interest which it owes because of 

Verizon’s winning a legal case regarding taxes it owed the Town in 2009.  Alice said that $3000 of that 

amount can be paid for using what is now in the overlay surplus reconciliation account.  A Special Town 

Meeting could be avoided by raising the remaining $6,157.86 plus interest next year.   Jeff 

recommended a separate Article 3 item.  Exactly where that amount will come from is not clear.  As for 

the amount to budget for the Assessors’ Overlay account in FY14, Alice thinks that $15,000 would be 

sufficient.  That amount would not include the $6,157.86 plus interest. 

 

Alice reported that the total valuation this year is $88,748,780 which is about $1.27 million more than 

last year’s $87,644,392.  She said that there would likely be a Tax Rate by the middle of the week. 

 

The discussion turned to a software incompatibility matter.  Renumbering  the Town’s maps is critical if 

Alice is to take advantage of map work for which the Town has already paid.  But that renumbering 

results in an incompatibility of Alice’s Patriot software with Betty’s ‘bridge’ software for which there is 

no manual.  Members agreed that one issue is jurisdictional and that is for the Selectboard to handle. 

 

Next the meeting focused on semi-annual versus quarterly tax payments.  Alice, who has experience 

with a semi-annual system in Colrain, prefers it because abatements are done in the same calendar year 

in which you are operating.  In the quarterly system she says that an abatement may occur as much as 2 

and ½ years out.  Members talked of the advantages of being able to pay taxes electronically. 

 

Don asked about the Assessors’ needs for FY14.  Alice said that about $400 would be needed to fund a 

new assessor’s going to school.  The State dues will increase from $75 to $150. 

 

As for the Budget Calendar Alice said that December 11th is too early for the items listed on the current 

calendar. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 4:25 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ned Wolf, Secretary 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   


