
Minutes of the Meeting of the Heath Finance Committee 

October 4, 2016 

 

Time: 7 pm 

Place:  Town Offices, Sawyer Hall 

Present:  Don Freeman (chair), Ned Wolf, Gloria Fisher, Jan Carr, and at 7:10 Jeff Simmons 

 

The following documents were available: 

-Agenda (Don) 

- Minutes of the September 27th meeting (Ned) 

- Warrant Articles of the October 25th Special Town Meeting (Kara) 

 

Members read the minutes of the September 27th meeting.  Don made a motion seconded by Gloria to 

approve the minutes.  The motion passed. 

 

Members discussed the Articles of the October 25th Special Town Meeting (STM) Warrant.  Article 1 is to 

transfer $3,000 from the Equipment/Vehicle Stabilization Fund  to the Reserve Fund account.  The 

purpose of the Article is to increase the Reserve Fund from which the transfer of $3,000 was approved 

on September 27th for repairing the brakes of Fire Engine #2.  Don made a motion seconded by Ned to 

recommend Article 1.  The motion passed with 4 ayes and 1 abstention. 

 

Article 2 is to transfer $32,000 from the Equipment/ Vehicle Stabilization Fund to the Highway 

Machinery Maintenance/Supplies account for the repair of the rear end/transmission of the grader. 

Members discussed the option of not repairing the grader but renting a grader instead.  Concerns were 

expressed about the capabilities of truck wing plows versus the grader in winter, maintaining 25 miles of 

dirt roads, and the costs of renting versus repair.  Members spoke  of Jeff’s knowledge of Highway/Fire 

Department  issues and ways that knowledge might be communicated to the committee.  Gloria made a 

motion seconded by Jan to recommend  Article 2.  The motion passed with 4 ayes and 1 nay. 

 

Article 3 is to transfer $25,000 from the Equipment/ Vehicle Stabilization Fund to the Fire Department 

Emergency Vehicle Maintenance account to be combined with additional funding to purchase the 

components of a rescue truck.  This amount might be lowered on the meeting floor if some private 

funding is ensured.  A suggestion was made that due to insufficient information the purchase of the new 

truck be delayed.  Members recalled expressions of the need to proceed towards the purchase now 

from both the fire chief and the deputy fire chief on September 27th.  Gloria made a motion seconded by 

Ned to recommend Article 3.  The motion passed with 4 ayes and 1 nay. 

 

Article 4 is to transfer $1,500 from the Assistant Animal Control Officer Stipend account to the Animal 

Control Officer’s Stipend account.  After some discussion Gloria made a motion seconded by Jan to 

recommend Article 4.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 



Article 5 is to transfer $1,500 from the Fire Department Supply/Training account to the Emergency 

Vehicle Maintenance account.  After some discussion Gloria made a motion seconded by Jan to 

recommend Article 5.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:50 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Ned Wolf, Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 


