
Minutes of the Meeting of the Heath Finance Committee 

April 28, 2016 

 

Time:  7:00 pm 

Place:  Senior Center, Community Hall 

Present:  Ned Wolf, Gloria Fisher, Don Freeman (chair), Jan Carr; and at 7:30 Kara Leistyna,  

                 Sheila Litchfield, Brian DeVriese, Bill Lattrell, Budge Litchfield, Ken Rocke, Mike Kociela, and  

                 Eric Glazer 

Absent:  Jeff Simmons 

 

Don made available copies of the following: 

-Agenda (Don) 

-Minutes of the meeting of April 19th (Ned) 

-Tax Levy Worksheet, Fiscal Year 2017, 04/28/16 (Don) 

-Excel file for Article 3, 04/28/16 (Kara) 

-Draft of ATM Warrant on thumb drive , 04/25/16 (Kara) 

 

Members read the minutes of the April 19th meeting. Gloria made a motion seconded by Jan to approve 

the minutes with corrections.   The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Don reported having revised the Tax Levy Worksheet to reflect changes in Article 3.  He noted that the 

04/28/16 version of Article 3 has $10,000 instead of $15,000 for Pre School support.  The Estimated 

Fiscal Year 2017 Tax Rate is $21.48.  The Balance in Free Cash after the May 7th Annual Town Meeting 

(ATM) if the recommendations are adopted is $28,118. 

 

Turning to the Draft of the ATM Warrant (04/25/16), members discussed Article 17 which would 

establish an Assessors Property Tax Mapping Stabilization Account the purpose of which is to save funds 

for the implementation of GIS (geographic information system) to facilitate assessment administration 

in accordance with MassGIS parcel mapping standards; and further, to transfer from General 

Stabilization, the sum of $30,000, to be deposited in the Assessor Property Tax Mapping Stabilization 

account, or take any action related thereto.  During the discussion members noted that if a grant comes 

through in the coming year, the passage of this Article combined with that grant will cover the $60,000 

total cost of the project.  Gloria made a motion seconded by Jan to recommend Article 17.  The motion 

passed unanimously. 

 

Next the committee reviewed Article 19 which would transfer $2,233.11 from Overlay Surplus to the 

Foot Clinic account or take any action related thereto.  After some discussion Gloria made a motion 

seconded by Jan to recommend Article 19.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Finally, members considered Article 20 which would rescind the action taken at the Special Town 

Meeting  held on April 5, 2016 which authorized the Town to transfer $4,000 from the Veterans’ Benefit 

account; and $46,000 from Free Cash for a total of $50,000 to the Tropical Storm Irene Expense account 



or take any other action related thereto.  After some discussion Don made a motion seconded by Jan to 

recommend Article 20.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

At 7:26 pm Gloria made a motion seconded by Don to go upstairs and join the Selectboard meeting in 

progress until such time as the business of the Finance Committee concludes whereupon the committee 

adjourns.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Mike Kociela, Business Manager for the Mohawk Trail Regional School District, said that flat revenues 

explain the 6.6% increase in assessments to the towns.   He said that approximately $400,000 of the 

$600,000 increase in the District’s budget is for students who are not being taught in the District. Those 

students choice out, or attend charter schools, or are special education students who attend school out 

of the District. 

 

Heath School principal Eric Glazer said that he and the teachers have been able to manage fairly well 

with 2 grades in a classroom.  He cautioned that if the District budget were not to pass, there might be a 

suggestion that there be 3 grades in a single classroom in Heath.  Eric said he did not think that would 

work.  He reported that there are 21 in Pre K/K. 

 

The joint meeting with the Selectboard began at 8:45 pm.  Don reported to Sheila on the Finance 

Committee’s having voted to recommend Articles 17, 19, and 20.  Don said that taking the $30,000 for 

Assessors’ mapping from the General Stabilization fund would reduce the tax rate by 33 cents.   

 

Sheila thinks that there will be another Special Town Meeting before June 30th.  She said that Dump 

Tipping and Transportation can be lowered by $3,000.  Kristi has said that the amount for Tax Taking and 

Collecting can be lowered from $25,000 to $15,000.  Wired West is asking for a $1,000 maintenance fee 

for FY17.  It could be added  to line 8. Eric Glazer is asking for $15,000 for Pre School in line 156. 

 

After some discussion Gloria made a motion seconded by Don to recommend Article 3.  The motion 

passed unanimously. 

 

Mike Kociela recommends that we check the impact that Heath’s having 5 zip codes could have on the 

Town’s finances. 

 

Sheila said that the meeting in Boston with a Heath representative, Clark Rowell, Paul Mark, and the 

Massachusetts Financial Oversight Board is scheduled for May 18th. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:20. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Ned Wolf, Secretary 

 



 

 

  


