
Minutes of the Meeting of the Heath Finance Committee 

February 23, 2016 

 

Time:  7:02 pm 

Place:  The Assessors’ Office, Sawyer Hall 

Present:  Gloria Fisher, Ned Wolf, Jan Carr, and Don Freeman (chair); at 7:30 Kara Leistyna,  

                 Sheila Litchfield, Brian DeVriese, Bill Lattrell, and Mike Shattuck 

Absent:  Jeff Simmons 

 

Members read the minutes of the February 16th meeting.  Jan made a motion seconded by Don to 

approve the minutes.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Members anticipated a discussion with Mike Shattuck on the Highway Budget.  Ned recalled that when 

the new line for Preventative Maintenance was funded last year at $20,000 members noted the 

committee’s intent to monitor that line for possible adjustment.  Members spoke of the unusually light 

use of salt and sand due to the mild winter.   

 

Jan said that this year Stan Rosenberg’s conference on issues affecting towns in western Massachusetts 

will be held on April 9 at Greenfield Community College. 

 

At 7:28 Gloria made a motion seconded by Ned that after a discussion of the Highway Budget with the 

Selectboard the Finance Committee would adjourn.  The motion passed unanimously. 

  

Members noted requested increases in stipends.  Factors related to the requested increase for 

constables are that the workload increase in this election year and the increase of the minimum wage  

to $10.  A factor related to the requested $984 increase in the Fire Chief’s stipend is the comparison to 

the Fire Chief’s stipend in Charlemont.  Kara was asked to call comparable towns such as Warwick, 

Wendell, Leyden, and Hawley to ask for the stipends of their Fire Chiefs. 

 

Turning to the Highway Budget, members asked Mike how the program of preventative maintenance is 

going.  He expressed satisfaction with the department’s use of automatic greasers as well as with 

sandblasting and painting equipment.  Members commended Mike for staying so well within the 

Highway Budget.  He said that although he will not be requesting a new truck this year he thinks that the 

small truck will have to be replaced next year. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm. 

                                                                                                Respectfully submitted, 

                                                                                                Ned Wolf, Secretary 

 


