
Minutes of the Meeting of the Heath Finance Committee 

December 16, 2014 

 

Time:  7:01 pm 

Place:  Community Hall, Senior Center 

Present:  Gloria Fisher, Ned Wolf, Don Freeman (chair), and at 7:50 visitors Kathy Inman and  

                 Gary Singley, and at 8:05 Kara Leistyna, Sheila Litchfield, Bill Lattrell, and Mike Smith 

 

Copies of the following documents were available: 

-Agenda (Don) 

-Minutes of the November 18 and December 2 meetings (Ned) 

-Questions to & answers from Mike Smith 12/3/14 (FinCom and Mike) 

-Letter from Kathy and Gary  to FinCom, BOS, and MikeSmith (12/4/14) 

-FY2016 budget request from the FinCom 

-Replacement list for highway and fire equipment 

 

Members read and discussed the minutes of the November 18 and December 2 meetings.  Gloria made 

a motion seconded by Don that the minutes with corrections be approved.   The motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

Don spoke of his discussion with Dave Howland about the certified tax rate of $19.96 for FY2015.  He 

said that they concluded independently that nearly all the $1.04 by which the Finance Committee under 

estimated the tax rate was due to a combination of 2 factors:  a drop of about $1.7 million in the 

valuation and the use by the accountant of $120,350 as the estimate for local receipts.   The actual 

amount for local receipts this year has been $170,542.  Members spoke of the need for further 

discussions about the use of $120,350 for each of the past 5 years while actual receipts have been 

substantially higher. 

 

Don reported that he feels better about the plans of Wired West following the December 10th meeting 

at the Olver Transportation Center in Greenfield.  A future meeting will be tailored for small towns. 

 

Turning to the Long Range Planning Committee of the Mohawk Regional School District, Don said that 

discussion continues on changing the original agreement to allow majority vote instead of the 

unanimous vote of the towns .  Exceptions would include the closing of schools and joint agreements 

such as Heath and Colrain having grades 1-3 in one school and 4-6 in the other.  Members need to try to 

think of other possible exceptions. 

 

Members discussed Kathy’s distinguished work on the Finance Committee.  Don made a motion 

seconded by Gloria that the Finance Committee expresses its thanks to Kathy Inman for her service. 

The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Next members discussed Don’s proposed FY2016 budget request from the Finance Committee. 



The only change from FY2015 is an increase from $200 to $250 in the Finance Committee expense line.  

The purpose of the increase is to cover the expenses of both the $129 in dues to the Massachusetts 

Association of Town Finance Committees and the attending of regional meetings.  Gloria made a motion 

seconded by Ned that the Finance Committee approves the proposed FY2016 budget request.  The 

motion passed unanimously.   

 

At 7:50 pm Kathy Inman and Gary Singley were welcomed as visitors.  Gloria made a motion seconded 

by Ned that the Finance Committee adjourn when we are finished upstairs.  At 8:00 everyone went 

upstairs.   

 

Don noted the dip of $1.7 million in the valuation and the use of $120,350 for the estimate of local 

receipts as possible factors in explaining much of the $1.04 difference between the  $18.92 FY2015 tax 

rate estimated by the Finance Committee and the $19.96 FY2015 tax rate certified by the state.   Sheila 

and Bill agreed on the need to look closely at the amounts used for local receipts. 

 

Members discussed with Mike the ‘Questions to & Answers from Mike Smith (12/3/14)’.  Mike said that 

it is a state requirement that anyone who roadside mows needs a hoisters’ license.  He said that salt is 

used on the roads to allow the plows to push snow and ice off the road surface and that although some 

water resulting from melting ice goes into cracks, he does not think that is a major cause of frost heaves. 

He has reached this conclusion after seeing many frost heaves in Heath’s roads which have spurred him 

to ask other highway superintendents for their ideas.  Members expressed appreciation for Mike’s 

willingness to answer the committee’s questions. 

 

Members turned to the ‘Replacement list for highway and fire equipment’ .  Although the 2010 Chevy 

4500 truck is due to be replaced in 2015, Mike said that it could wait.  For the 2005 International Dump 

Truck that is due for replacement in 2015 Mike said he would recommend a new body.  Mike said that 

new tires will be needed for the John Deere 772 grader.  He said that the 1980 Continental/Mack Fire 

engine,which is due for replacement in 2015, has a cumbersome standard shift, electrical problems, and 

brake issues. 

 

The next scheduled joint meeting of the Finance Committee and Selectboard is January 6. 

 

The Finance Committee left at 8:48. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ned Wolf, Secretary 

 

 

- 

 


