
MEETING MINUTES

Town of Heath

BOARD OF SELECTMEN

Community Hall

October 1, 2013

Called to order at 7:02 p.m. by Sheila Litchfield, with Brian DeVriese, Bill Lattrell and Kara Leistyna, Town Coordinator present.   

Reviewed Agenda:  
Changed Appointments: removed Don Purington. And removed from Other Business: Clean Sweep Update. Karen Brooks will provide update at future meeting.
Reviewed Minutes:  

On a motion by Brian DeVriese and seconded by Bill Lattrell, the minutes of the 9/17/13 Select Board meeting were approved unanimously as written.

7:25 p.m. Mike Smith entered meeting.
FY15 Budget Calendar: reviewed input from tax collector and accountant. Will leave target date for free cash at 12/15 even though it has been certified already for this year.  Kara will ask tax collector what/who is responsible and when for the steps leading up to setting the tax rate.

Mail/Email:

1. Follow up emails regarding Clean Sweep (Mike Smith and Jan Ameen)

2. Email from Jan Ameen regarding Covanta. Action: Board does not wish to see Full Bidder Package as Jan Ameen will review same.
3. Notice of Public Hearing and Request for Comments – Dept. of Public Utilites

4. FY15 Budget Calendar comments from Tracey and Betty

5. Email from Andrea Woods regarding Fire Alarm Testing Cooperative.   

6. Email from Sheila to Karen Brooks regarding Septic Loans
7. Email from Jan Carr regarding REAC decision on Seaboard Solar. Board would like to know REAC’s position on entering into contracts with other host options. Kara will follow up.
8. Letter from Hilma Sumner regarding honoring oldest resident. Will discuss on 10/15/13.
9. Emails from Dale Kowacki regarding Support for H2374 – legislation to transfer FRCOG to MSRS (MA State Retirement System). Kara will find out if Dale Kowacki will remain as Heath Rep. and ask how is job is impacted with the transition.
10. Email response from Paul Mark regarding Minimum Contribution for Heath includes contact information for DESE. Bill will contact Paul Mark directly.
11. Proposal for Landfill Mowing.
12. Proposals for Community Hall painting. On a motion by Brian DeVriese and seconded by Bill Lattrell, the Board voted unanimously to award painting bid to Thomas Lively in the amount of $1,987.50.
13. Email from Ken Elstein regarding Summary of Amendments – Hampshire Council Aggregation Agreement

14. Request for support from Northfield Dive Rescue Team. Kara will send them a note indicating the request needs to be a vote by Annual Town Meeting. 

15. Email Advisory regarding making and receiving job recommendations - revised

16. Email regarding Free Cash Certification and Joe Boudreau’s response to Don Freeman’s question about using free cash to lower tax rate.

17. Septic Loan Information from Karen Brooks through Greenfield Cooperative Bank.
18. Announcements:  MMA Fall Conference for Selectmen, Oct. 5; FC Clean Sweep Collection, Sat. Oct. 19 9-12.

Town Coordinator Report:   

1. Based on Justin Lively’s recommendation to install gutters on Sawyer Hall to prevent future damage, Kara also shared concern about falling snow/ice. Board suggested ice/snow guards. Kara will contact a roofer to get a price. 
2. Board wondering if there is any liability to the Town should a resident default on a septic loan?

3. Bill will classify the accountant position.

Performance Review: Highway Superintendent and Fire Chief, Mike Smith
· Mike will propose an increase in fireman’s incentive fund if needed on his FY15 budget request.
· Read employee reviews that Mike conducted for highway employees. 

· On a motion by Brian DeVriese and seconded by Bill Lattrell, the Board voted unanimously to renew contracts with MA Dept. of Conservation and Recreation Bureau o fForest Fire Control and Forestry (DoD Firefighting Program Cooperative Agreement and Federal Excess Personal Property Cooperative Agreement).
8:25 p.m. Tim Lively entered meeting and Mike Smith left shortly after.  
90-Day Performance Review: Building Maintenance Coordinator, Timothy Lively
Regional Shelter Plan: Discussed with Tim. He shared that the MOU for the Mutual Aid Agreement is forthcoming and needs a signature. 120 cots were purchased and stored in Orange. The plan is one shelter will be available in each quadrant (Heath’s is Mohawk High School). Trailers provided by Western MA Homeland Security Council will be available for acute need. Transportation plan is in the planning.

8:43 p.m. Timothy Lively left meeting.
Landfill Mowing: Kara shared that one bid has been received so far. It is comparatively high from previous years. The job has been advertised in the Recorder with a deadline of Oct. 4.  In the past the wells have been damaged from equipment. Kara will ask Mike Smith for flags to mark the wells in the mowing area.
Other Business: 

· HRA Community Block Grant/Septic Loan Program: Kara will work on draft of Community Development Strategy
· HCOG Electricity Aggregate: On a motion by Brian DeVriese and seconded by Bill Lattrell, the Board voted unanimously to sign the HCOG Amended Electricity Aggregate Agreement.  
To Sign:  

1. Warrants

2. CPU Contract Modification
3. HCOG Electricity Aggregate Revised Agreement

4. Letter of Support H2374

5. FC Solid Waste Management District Transfer Station Inspection MOU

On a motion by Brian DeVriese and seconded by Bill Lattrell, the Board voted unanimously to adjourn at 9:35 p.m.

Next meeting scheduled for October 15, 2013 at 7:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kara Leistyna, Town Coordinator

