
 

 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

Town of Heath 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Community Hall 

October 25, 2016 

 

 

Call to Order at 7:00 p.m. by Sheila Litchfield. Special Town Meeting called to order and adjourned. 

Larger group dispersed. 

 

Reviewed Agenda:  Added to Other Business: Police Chief Transition.  Sheila will continue to assist 

Mike Shattuck in trying to reach Mark Devylder at MassDOT. 

 

Police Dept. Transition: Margo Newton’s last day will be Dec. 30, 2016. First day of business for new 

person will be January 3, 2017. Will discuss further at next scheduled meeting. Discussed advertising for 

position.  

 

Shared EMS: Sheila provided a status of these ongoing discussions. A Select Board representative from 

each town will meet with Fire and Police Chiefs to brainstorm ideas and benefits of shared services. Also, 

Sheila shared a situation that has arisen in Charlemont regarding ambulance services – they may be going 

out to bid for service and may need other towns to participate. Heath needs to recognize this problem and 

work to help resolve it as it may affect residents. 

 

Minutes: On a motion by Brian DeVriese, and seconded by Robyn Provost-Carlson, the Board voted 

unanimously with one abstention to approve minutes of 10/5/16 Select Board meeting as presented. 

 

Mail/Email and Town Coordinator Report: 

1. Letter from Friends of the Heath Free Public Library Action: Requires vote of Board. 

2. Emails re: mapping project 

3. Email from Alice Wozniak re: IT needed. Alice and I discussed this matter once I arrived at work 

same day  - I updated her computer and we will address issues if they still exist on Wed. Alice has 

used Mark Smith in the past and has his phone number should further IT support needed. 

4. Email from Pam Kocher confirming 3 month extension for IT grant  

5. Email from Robyn to Kathy Inman re: highway grader 

6. Letter from MassDOT re: Bridge H-14-015 (Taylor Brook Road) 

7. Email from Sheila to Ken Gilbert re: posting resident numbers 

8. Emails re: donations from FFA for purchase of rescue truck 

9. Memos from Tracey Baronas re: Overlay Surplus in amount of $21,181.64 

10. Town Counsel opinion on conflict of interest regarding Bylaw Informational Meeting and Hilma’s 

input 

11. Letter from MBI 

12. Update from WiredWest 

13. Email from Jan Ameen confirming information re: compactor project 

14. Email from Mike Kociela re: MTRSD New Bond Issue Estimate – if Town wants to change 

schedule, must make decision by November 15.   

 

Other Separate Documents for review and/or signatures: 

15. Draft memo to Board of Health. Made some changes. Kara will put into letter format. 

16. Estimate for Community Hall work – Carson Ovitt. On a motion by Brian DeVriese, and 

seconded by Robyn Provost-Carlson, the Board voted unanimously to award estimate for 

Community Hall Fire Escape stairway to Carson Ovitt, not to exceed $7,968. 

17. EMPG Grant paperwork. 



 

 

18. Bill Schedule from BOH re: Tick Testing. Signed bill schedule.  

19. Local Cultural Council grant paperwork. On a motion by Brian DeVriese, and seconded by 

Robyn Provost-Carlson, the Board voted unanimously to accept $4,400 from MA Cultural 

Council and sign contract paperwork. 

20.  Letter to FEMA approving and accepting grant funds for Assistance to Firefighters grant program 

for file. On a motion by Brian DeVriese, and seconded by Robyn Provost-Carlson, the Board 

voted unanimously to formally accept $88,343 in FY15 Assistance to Firefighters grant funds 

with the understanding that the town’s share is $4,417. 

 

Other Business:  
1. All Boards/Committees meeting. Discussed agenda and preparation. Kara will invite Erich 

Holan to present the new website design. 

2. Energy Advisory Committee: Kara will invite Craig Gerry, Jay Heilman, and others to serve. 

3. Transfer Station: On a motion by Brian DeVriese, and seconded by Robyn Provost-Carlson, 

the Board voted unanimously to appoint Richard Sumner to serve as substitute transfer 

station attendant for the day of October 29, 2016, at $14.58/hour. 

4. FFA Grant: Kara will ask Ken Gilbert for clarification on amount of grant and town’s share. 

5. Pay-As-You-Throw: Discussed how to proceed. Discussed environmental impact, recycling 

rates, cost of stickers, issues of fairness in cost, and need for informational meeting to present 

the reality of cost savings/environmental impact vs. misperception.  

6. Classification Hearing: Kara will check in with Alice Wozniak – suggested date: 11/16, 8:30 

am. 

 

 

SIGNED:   
 Estimate for Community Hall work – Carson Ovitt 

 EMPG Grant and need for signatures 

 Bill Schedule from BOH re: Tick Testing   

 Local Cultural Council grant paperwork 

 Letter to FEMA approving and accepting grant funds for Assistance to Firefighters grant program 

 

  

Next meeting scheduled for Nov. 1, 2016 at 7 p.m.      

 

On a motion by Brian DeVriese, and seconded by Robyn Provost-Carlson, the Board voted 

unanimously to adjourn at 9:15 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Kara Leistyna 

Town Coordinator 


