
 

 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

Town of Heath 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Sawyer Hall 

September 27, 2016 

 

 

Call to Order at 7:05 p.m. by Sheila Litchfield with Brian DeVriese, Robyn Provost-Carlson, and Kara 

Leistyna, Town Coordinator present. Also present:  See sign in sheet for additional attendance.  

 

Reviewed Agenda:  Added to Other Business: Shared EMS (Sheila will update); Funding for Engine 2; 

All Boards Meeting; Status of Website. 

 

Minutes: On a motion by Brian DeVriese, and seconded by Robyn Provost-Carlson, the Board voted 

unanimously to approve minutes of 8/23/16 Select Board meeting as amended. 

 

Follow Up: Kara will ask Scott Peterson and Steve Ryack to meet and discuss how to work towards 

Green Communities Initiative with the assistance of Community Compact funding. 

 

Karen Axtell/Bridge Repair: Sadoga bridge has been certified. For status and bids on project, Karen 

referred any questions to Mark Devylder. The ROW has been issued for Dell bridge (over Mill Brook). 

Karen will walk Robyn through process of easements/taking. Robyn can meet with all abutters at this 

point to discuss easements. Karen further reviewed the process with Select Board.  Karen hopes this is the 

final version with no further changes.  

The Rt. 8A over West Branch Brook bridge does not qualify for the Small Bridge program. However, 

Karen urges Mike to talk with Mark Devylder to stress the seriousness of the possibility that that bridge 

could be closed. Sheila will assist.  Karen will email the .pdf of the plans for Dell Bridge. Robyn will 

print them out at work.  

 

7:28 p.m. Karen left the meeting. 

 

Highway Matters:   David Muenkel attended tonight to inform the Board that his driveway on 222 

Number Nine Rd. has a drainage issue. Silt is washing into the driveway and he’d like to replace the 

driveway but prior to the work, he’d like to address the drainage issue. Mike is trying to determine the 

best plan to remedy the drainage from roadway. He will reach out to Bill Lattrell for advice on where to 

divert the silt.  Mike will communicate timing to David. 

 

Robyn shared that she will meet with Mike each month and Mike will provide a 5-10 min. update to the 

Board monthly as well. 

 

Finance Committee:  Finance Committee voted to transfer $3,000 from the Reserve Fund to the Fire 

Dept. Emergency Vehicle Maintenance Account leaving a balance of $1,200.  Discussed the grader. Mike 

reported that the transmission among other things is malfunctioning. He received a quote for repair at 

$32,000. It was purchased used 7-8 years ago.  Mike was advised to repair the transmission by the 

mechanic. The machine has been regularly serviced and in very good shape otherwise. A new machine 

costs roughly $300,000.  Issue will be addressed on a future Special Town Meeting warrant. Best to repair 

sooner than later. Large Equipment/Vehicle Stabilization has a balance of $87,319 currently. 

 

Fire Rescue Truck: Discussed the possible donation of $25,000 from the Firefighter’s Association Fund. 

Discussed the remaining balance to come from private donations or town funds.  Discussed the possible 

unease in using private donations for a purchase that could be fully funded by tax payer money. The 

question of why new arose. Ken Gilbert reported that this vehicle is used for every call to carry personnel, 



 

 

equipment, etc. An older, used vehicle was considered according to Gary Singley, but the fire dept. 

decided against it.  They got a good price for a chassis at $31,000. The association wants to purchase the 

chassis. They are still working on a final price for full package.  The current vehicle stalls during calls. 

The Select Board recognizes and supports the generosity of the Firefighter’s Association, the private 

organization that will donate funds to the Town for supplementing the purchase of a new vehicle. There 

was discussion about the precedent set by accepting private donations for Town equipment/vehicles.  The 

request for half the cost will be placed on the warrant asking voters to approve the purchase.  Kara will 

reschedule Joe Markarian to 8 p.m. and will let Dept. heads know about the meeting in case they have 

other needs that should be addressed on the warrant.  

 

8:35 p.m. Ken Gilbert, Kathy Inman, Gary Singley, and Mike Shattuck left meeting. 

 

Financial Policies/ Planning: Reviewed proposed policies and guidelines offered by Joe Markarian. To 

be discussed more fully at the meeting scheduled for Oct. 25. 

 

Reviewed Minutes: On a motion by Brian DeVriese, and seconded by Robyn Provost-Carlson, the Board 

voted unanimously to approve the minutes of 9/13/16 meeting. 

 

Preparation for meeting with Board of Health: Each Selectman will review follow up responses to 

prepare for follow up meeting.  

 

On a motion by Brian DeVriese, and seconded by Robyn Provost-Carlson, the Board voted 

unanimously to schedule a Special Town Meeting to be held Oct. 25, 2016 at 7 p.m. at the Heath 

Community Hall. 

 

Discussed transfers. Kara will prepare warrant for Finance Committee to vote on recommendations and 

Select Board to sign on Oct. 5, 2016. 

 

Update on Municipal Safety/ Highway Building Project including grant:  Committee members met 

with Senator Stan Rosenberg to discuss funding for the project and possibilities of earmarking for next 

budget cycle. Committee will contact USDA for the grant program.  Richard Neal will visit the Heath Fire 

Dept. on Oct. 3 – committee members will ask for a meeting to discuss same. 

 

Shared EMS: (Emergency Management Services): The towns of Rowe, Hawley, and Charlemont met 

to begin discussions on how to share Police, Fire, and other emergency services – which parts and how to 

implement; and financial benefits.  Another meeting, hosted by Heath, will be held on Oct. 20 at the 

Community Hall. 

 

On a motion by Brian DeVriese, and seconded by Robyn Provost-Carlson, the Board voted 

unanimously the following: 

 

200 tons Rock Salt Delivered at $68/ton to Apalachee LLC;  

1,100 tons Sodium Chloride Crushed Rock Salt Treated with Liquid Mag Chloride with Organic Based 

Performance Enhancer to Cargill Deicing at $80.43/ton; 

6,000 gallons Calcium Chloride Safe Melt to Safe Roads at $1.22/gallon. 

 

To accept bid for Sharp Copier for $400 by Brian DeVriese (all procurement procedures were followed 

for the disposition of surplus property); 

 



 

 

To sign Program Service Agreement between Lifepath, Inc. and Town of Heath for Foot Clinic at Sr. 

Center in the amount of $1,500; 

 

To register for Commbuys (the only official procurement record system for the Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts' Executive Departments. COMMBUYS offers free internet-based access to all public 

procurement information posted on their website in order to promote transparency, increase 

competition, and achieve best value for Massachusetts taxpayers). 

 

 

Mail/Email and Town Coordinator Report: 

1. From Robyn re: highway matters 

2. From Karen Axtell re: Municipal Small Bridge Program; 

3. From FRCOG re: Municipal Small Bridge Program; 

4. From Bob Dean re: Municipal Small Bridge Program FAQ workshop and others; 

5. From Andrea Woods re: contract for FAG and procurement; 

6. From Accountant re: procurement for grant; 

7. From Ken re: Richard Neal’s visit; 

8. From Ken re: fire vehicle brake repair; 

9. From Accountant re: same; 

10. From FRCOG re: DOER META Grant Funds Awarded for Green Community Initiative measures; 

11. From FRCOG re: USGS presentation of Deerfield and others River Mapping Initiative; 

12. From FRCOG re: Green Building – Asset Mapping Session; (forwarded to Art) 

13. From FRCOG re: Regional Climate Change Adaptation Plan for Franklin County (draft outline 

attached); (forwarded to all on list); 

14. From Tim Lively re: EMPG 2016; 

15. From Sheila re: EMPG; 

16. From Tracy Rogers re: REPC meeting, Oct. 4, 4-5; 

17. From Kara re: Executive Session and summary of conversation with AG office; 

18. From Cheryl Handsaker re: Axia Plan (Broadband); 

19. From Robyn re: Proposed Mapping Contract; 

20. Information re: Community Compact Year 2; 

21. From Jessica Atwood re: Brownfields; 

22. Hampshire County Select Boards Assoc. announcement; 

23. What’s New in Municipal Law? 

24. Draft of meeting with Stan Rosenberg; 

25. From Exec. Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs re: draught 

 

Other Separate Documents for review: 
26. MBI documents sent by Cheryl Handsaker; 

27. Updated Complaints/Concerns table for review; 

28. Proposed Mapping Contract for Assessors; 

29. Changes (summary) of Municipal Modernization Act; 

30. Minutes of 8/23 and 9/13 

 

SIGNED:   
 Warrants 

 Mass DOT Chap. 90 Request (x2) 

 Foot Clinic Contract 

 



 

 

 

 

Next meeting scheduled for Oct. 5, 2016 at 7 p.m.     

 

On a motion by Brian DeVriese, and seconded by Robyn Provost-Carlson, the Board voted 

unanimously to adjourn at 10:26 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Kara Leistyna 

Town Coordinator 


