
 

 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

Town of Heath 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Sawyer Hall 

September 13, 2016 

 

 

Call to Order at 7:00 p.m. by Sheila Litchfield with Brian DeVriese, Robyn Provost-Carlson, and Kara 

Leistyna, Town Coordinator present. Also present:  Mike Shattuck, Highway Supt. and See sign in sheet 

for additional attendance.  

 

Reviewed Agenda:  Minutes of 8/23 to be reviewed at next scheduled meeting. 

 

Elizabeth Nichols/Collector Software:   The Town of Heath has received an IT grant to fund the 

upgrade of collector software.  Several discussions have taken place on cost, product, funding.  Betty 

prefers to remain with CAMA (Computer-Assisted Mass Appraisal) for collection software. The State has 

not dropped this program and Betty believes they will be revamping and updating to new software.  She 

feels Heath should stick with what we have. She feels secure with the system and current support, and 

feels she can accomplish her work with it. Betty feels Mike Quinlivan’s support should be available for 

the next 5-10 years. The Board encouraged that Betty communicate with the Assessors so everyone is on 

the same page. Discussed timeframe and the IT grant funding.  There is an option to request an extension 

from the grant to offer more time for the conversion.  Assessors need to look at options and cost and make 

a decision. They will meet with Collector. Betty will define concerns and look at them with Mike. Betty 

feels a June timeframe is difficult.  The Board is willing to wait until the Assessors have weighed in and a 

decision is made. Betty was thanked. 

 

7:20 p.m. Betty Nichols left the meeting. 

 

Alain Peteroy, Franklin Land Trust:  Ms. Peteroy was here tonight to discuss the need to revise the 

Conlon land restriction of 10 acres off Bray Road/Colrain Stage Road.  The Town of Heath has purchased 

land for the site of the proposed Public Safety Facility. Around it remains land, approximately 10 acres, 

that Mr. Conlon will gift the development rights to the Franklin Land Trust for light forestry, walking 

trails, birding, etc.  It will offer a scenic buffer from road to shield town-owned buildings.   

On a motion by Brian DeVriese, and seconded by Robyn Provost-Carlson, the Board voted 

unanimously to approve the conservation restriction as submitted.  Documents were signed and 

notarized. An executed copy will be returned to the Board of Selectmen. 

 

The Board asked about the Shapiro land owned by the town, and the possibility of restoring trails, etc. 

Ms. Peteroy suggested looking into trail grants however she noted they are very competitive. The SCA 

(Student Conservation Association) may build trails if asked. 

 

7:33 p.m. Ms. Peteroy left meeting. 

 

Mail/Email and Town Coordinator Report: 

1. Email from Alain Peteroy re Conlan property survey; 

2. Email from Todd Corcoran re Utility Agreement fees for pole survey will be paid to Town via 

Professional Services allocation. Town can pay now or wait; 

3. Email correspondence with Betty Nichols re software; (9 pages) 

4. Email from FRCOG re support needed for DLTA funding; 

5. Email from Ken Gilbert re AFG grant award (4 pages); 

6. Email from accountant re AFG grant award 

7. Email from Stantec and Jan Ameen re compactor project (revised plans on flash) 



 

 

8. Email update from Karen Axtell re bridges; 

9. Notification that Heath has been awarded $500 DEP Sustainability Grant; 

10. Email from Pam Parmakian re CDBG Proposed Changes for FY17; (13 pages – no action) 

11. Email from Mike Shattuck re sand and treated salt bids – he’s awarded to lowest. Action: On a 

motion by Brian DeVriese, and seconded by Robyn Provost-Carlson, the Board voted 

unanimously to award to award to the lowest bidders recommended by Mike Shattuck: 

 

 Lane Construction, 1,500 tons delivered at $11.50/ton; 

 Cargill for treated salt (don’t have specifics); 

 Apalachee LLC for rock salt (don’t have specifics). 

 

12. Emails from Robyn re mapping project and contract (contract on flash); 

13. Mark Reich’s response to the contract; 

14. Email from Karen Brooks re Brownfields and correspondence with Jessica Atwood (letter to sign 

in folder); 

15. Heath Nurse monthly report (August); 

16. Update on LTA Community Food Assessment work; 

17. FCSWMD Clean Sweep May 2016 Report; 

18. Email from Sheila re MassWorks – non of criteria match for our safety complex building needs; 

19. Email from Sean Cummingham – it’s okay to file an extension for IT grant if needed; 

20. FCSA meeting announcement – Oct. 6 Reps. from General Court, Chandler’s Tavern. Sheila and 

Brian will attend. 

21. MassDOT dates for public hearing for toll structure changes within MA Turnpike and email from 

Rebeckah Boyd-Owens; 

22. MMA Legislative Breakfast dates and sign up. Amherst, Sept. 30 or Gardner, Oct. 7 if interested. 

 

Other Separate Documents for review: 

23. Conlan Land Plans 

24. Contract for services with Michael Quinlivan (Collector) 

25. Beginning of Year Info. from accountant 

26. CHA sampling report 2016 (Landfill) 

27. An Act to Modernize Municipal Finance and Government  

28. FEMA Firefighters Grant paperwork 

29. MIIA Property and Casualty Group, Inc. Membership Agreement 

30. Stantec Revised Plans 

31. Draft contract for Mapping project with CAI. Kara will send to Town Counsel for review. 

32. The Beacon 

33. Mass Municipal Directory 

 

 

Other Business: 

1. Royer Road Update: Mike Shattuck met with Jason Erali. Royer Road is progressing. 

2. Appointments: On a motion by Brian DeVriese, and seconded by Robyn Provost-Carlson, 

the following appointments were made unanimously: 

  Heather Hathwell to Historical Commission, FY17; 

  Scott Peterson to Historical Commission, FY17; 

  Emily Cross to Library Trustees, 1 year term until next annual elections; 

  John Oleson to Post Office Substitute, FY17 @ $12/hour as needed. 

3. Update on Municipal Safety/Highway Building Porject including grant: Committee members 

will meet with Senator Stan Rosenberg. David Travers will offer input.  It was suggested that 

the members talk with the Dept. of Public Safety and research what grants may be offered 

through that dept.  



 

 

4. Website: Reviewed new design. Kara will meet with Erich Holan to review the process.  A 

survey will be developed to send out to Dept. Heads with a target date of transitioning by mid-

October.  

5. Complaints/Concerns: Need to schedule meeting with BOH to follow up.  

6. Heath Education Initiative Task Force: Researching cost to leave district. Still reviewing all 

options. No numbers yet so premature to make decisions. Still meeting weekly. Need plan for 

next year.  Any important decisions require Town vote – need to come up with realistic 

solution. DESE needs to weigh in on closure or exit from District – could take a year or more.  

Robyn will attend next meeting.  

 

Compactor Project:  Jan Ameen and Mike Shattuck met with Board. Looked at revised plan from 

Stantec and discussed how to proceed.  Some adjustments were made based on Jan’s observations and 

her knowledge of DEP’s requirements. Discussed how to set up transfer station during construction.  

Need to design temporary plan. Spring timeframe is ideal.  Jan will file permit modification and 

check with DEP on drainage.  Need to revise budget and check with Andrea on prevailing wage.  

Mike estimates the job will take roughly 2-3 weeks once it’s all lined up.  Jan shared that the DEP 

Sustainability Grant may be used towards the cost of shed ($500).  Mike will get price for black top. 

 

On a motion by Brian DeVriese, and seconded by Robyn Provost-Carlson, the Board voted 

unanimously to accept the Small Scale Initiative Grant from DEP in the amount of $500. Signed 

document. 

 

8:43 p.m. Mike Shattuck and Jan Ameen left meeting. 

 

SIGNED:   

7. MIIA Property and Casualty Group, Inc. Membership Agreement 

8. Contract for services with Michael Quinlivan (Collector). On a motion by Brian DeVriese, 

and seconded by Robyn Provost-Carlson, the Board voted unanimously to approve contract 

for support to Collector for FY17. 

9. Letter to Gov. Baker.  On a motion by Brian DeVriese, and seconded by Robyn Provost-

Carlson, the Board voted unanimously to sign letter addressed to Gov. Baker expressing 

concerns over recent negotiations with Comcast. 

10. Quitclaim Deed for Conlan land 

11. Brownfields letter for BOH  

12. Vacation Requests 

13. Chap. 90 requests (2 – four documents in total). On a motion by Brian DeVriese, and 

seconded by Robyn Provost-Carlson, the Board voted unanimously to sign both requests 

($14,880 for Avery Brook Road, South Road, and Burrington Road, and $28,800 for guard 

rails on Dell Road) and submit to MassDOT for funding reimbursement. 

 
Next meeting scheduled for September 27, 2016 at 7 p.m.   All Boards Meeting to be held Nov. 1, 

2016. Sheila will work on agenda. 

 

On a motion by Brian DeVriese, and seconded by Robyn Provost-Carlson, the Board voted 

unanimously to adjourn at 9:45 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Kara Leistyna 

Town Coordinator 


