
 

 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

Town of Heath 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Sawyer Hall 

August 23, 2016 

 

 

Call to Order at 7:05 p.m. by Sheila Litchfield with Brian DeVriese, Robyn Provost-Carlson, and Kara 

Leistyna, Town Coordinator present. Also present:  See sign in sheet for additional attendance.  

 

Reviewed Agenda:     Added to Other Business: Erich Holan, Website work; Assessors Mapping Project 

Update; Prospective Assessor; Comm. Hall Fire Escape Repair 

 

Reviewed Minutes: On a motion by Brian DeVriese, and seconded by Robyn Provost-Carlson, the 

Board voted unanimously to approve minutes dated 8/9/16 as amended. 

 

Verizon Pole Hearing: Called to order at 7:15 p.m. by Sheila Litchfield. Read petition for #1A1PP9B 

‘joint or identical pole relocation. Andy Hufnagel presented the details for new service pole I-29/E34 on 

122 West Branch Road. Reviewed map and read details of location. No questions.  On a motion by Brian 

DeVriese, and seconded by Robyn Provost-Carlson, the Board voted unanimously to approve proposal 

as presented.  Signed documents and Town Clerk will sign off and send.  Hearing closed at 7:23 p.m. 

 

Assessor Appointment: On a motion by Robyn Provost-Carlson, and seconded by Brian DeVriese, the 

Board voted unanimously to appoint Heather Hathwell to serve on the open seat of Board of Assessors 

for one year until the next Town election. 

 

Heather was thanked. She shared that she wants to be involved with Town processes and has the skills 

and professional interest to serve. She was informed of trainings involved and the big learning curve for 

assessors.  Sheila explained the appointment process and Open Meeting Law/Ethics training necessary. 

 

Discussed Energy Advisory Comm. with Scott Peterson, who wants to serve. The town has been 

interested in getting Green Communities Initiative designation in order to take advantage of grants that 

would help with efficiency of town buildings.  The Board is uncertain who has accepted their appointment 

this FY for this committee but members will be encouraged to gather and work with Dept. of Energy 

Resources on designation.  One of the town’s Community Compact choices was Maximizing Energy 

Efficiency and Renewable Opportunities.  

 

On a motion by Brian DeVriese, and seconded by Sheila Litchfield, the Board voted unanimously to 

appoint Scott Peterson to the Energy Advisory Committee. 

 

Erich Holan/Website:   Erich opened with a thank you for the opportunity to work on the website for the 

town. We now have the authority to access our website from the assistance of Crocker Communications. 

This enabled the old webpage to be backed up and remain functional until the new one is up and running. 

There will be an announcement on the old page, once the new one is up and running, communicating the 

transfer. Discussed having a link to the old site to access old content or transferring all to new website.  

Erich described some of the new options for the website including chat rooms, areas where comments 

may be added – there may be legal requirements for municipalities so Kara will check with Town Counsel 

for guidance and limitations.  Perhaps a blanket statement needs to be added to the website. Each Dept. 

head will be responsible for their webpage and its content and revisions. Erich will set up a template for 

consistency. Kara will work with Erich and get the needed information for the set up process. 

 

 



 

 

 

Mail/Email and Town Coordinator Report: 

1. Small Town Summit Information. Heath will not attend. 

2. Email from Amy Donovan re: 2016 HHW (Household Hazardous Waste Day) (posted on website) 

3. Complaint Royer Road. Resident shared concern over road improvements. Royer Road is a public 

road and the town is obligated to provide access for property owners.  Kara will draft a response 

to resident. 

4. Dates offered for meeting with Stan Rosenberg (sent to committee) Brian will check with 

committee members on which date works best to discuss terminated grant for public safety 

complex.  Kara and Sheila had a conference call with Exec. Office of Administration and Finance 

to discuss options for getting funding restored.  Will research grant options and requested Heath’s 

project be placed on budget planning for FY18. 

5. MIIA Rewards Program – any workshops/trainings completed offer credit towards our premium 

6. Email from Ken Gilbert on Engine #2 

7. Email from Andrea Woods – Lifts inspected every other year (new law) 

8. Resignation from Library Trustees. On a motion by Brian DeVriese, and seconded by Robyn 

Provost-Carlson, the Board voted unanimously to accept Kate Bailey’s resignation as Library 

Trustee with regrets, and appoint Emily Cross to fill the empty seat for Library Trustees until 

the next Annual Town Election. 

9. Rowe Elementary FY17 School Budget 

10. Emails with Tax Collector on software estimate, etc.  Sheila reached out to Betty to discuss 

options.  Robyn shared that the Assessors will work with CAI on drafting a contract that meets the 

needs of the grant/deadlines for use of funding. 

11. Email from Karen Brooks re scheduling for BOH meeting with Select Board. Set meeting for 9/7, 

at 7 p.m. at Sawyer Hall. 

 

Other Separate Documents for review: 

12. Minutes from 8/9 

13. Draft Disposition of Surplus Property Policy for Heath.  On a motion by Brian DeVriese, and 

seconded by Robyn Provost-Carlson, the Board voted unanimously to adopt Disposition of 

Surplus Property policy for the Town of Heath as presented. 

14. Accountant’s Cash Reconciliation July, 2016 

15. Broadband Planning Assistance Grant Agreement. On a motion by Brian DeVriese, and seconded 

by Robyn Provost-Carlson, the Board voted unanimously to accept and sign the Broadband 

Planning Assistance grant in the amount of $5,000 for the purpose of assisting the Town to 

obtain professional services to perform preliminary marketing or feasibility studies, to obtain 

legal and financial services, and to obtain professional guidance in deciding whether to 

participate in the MBI broadband program. 

 

Other Business: 

 Complaints and Concerns:  The Board will meet with the Board of Health to discuss recent 

complaints/concerns. They would like to ask for Glen Ayer’s input. Topics to be discussed 

with the group will include open meeting law, minutes, training for members, compliance 

requirements, Town of Heath bylaws, etc. The Board of Selectmen appoints members to the 

Board.  Will discuss how to take corrective actions, and offer support where needed. Will also 

discuss transfer station and role of Board of Health.  Will find out what happened to trailer 

inspection program.  Sheila will send out agenda.  A discussion will be helpful in trying to 

resolve some questions. 

 Highway Dept. Discussed role of Highway Dept. liaison (Robyn Provost-Carlson). Chain of 

command is very important and all employees need to be reminded to follow this chain if they 

have an issue.  Need to find out the plan for roadside mowing.  



 

 

 Performance Reviews: Reviewed process with Robyn.  Kara will arrange times/dates.  Sheila 

will conduct reviews for Margo Newton, Charlene Reynolds, and Tracey Baronas. Robyn will 

conduct reviews for Ken Gilbert and Mike Shattuck.  

 Heath Education Initiative Task Force: The Board wants to encourage the group to bring their 

recommendations to them first. 

  

 

SIGNED:   

 Verizon Pole Hearing documents 

 Stantec Consulting Services, Inc.  (x2) 

 Owner Authorization Form for Comm. Hall fire escape  

 Broadband Planning Assistance Grant Agreement (x2) 

 FCSWMD HHW Collection MOU (x2)   

 FCSWMD Transfer Station Inspection MOU (x2) 

 Requests for Leave 

 Petition for Colonial Power to speak at DPU Public Hearing 

  
Next meeting scheduled for Sept. 13, 2016 at 7 p.m.    

 

On a motion by Brian DeVriese, and seconded by Robyn Provost-Carlson, the Board voted 

unanimously to adjourn at 10:40 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Kara Leistyna 

Town Coordinator 


