
 

 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

Town of Heath 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Sawyer Hall 

July 12, 2016 

 

 

Call to Order at 7:06 p.m. by Sheila Litchfield with Brian DeVriese, Robyn Provost-Carlson, and Kara 

Leistyna, Town Coordinator present. Also present:  See sign in sheet for additional attendance.  

 

Reviewed Agenda:  Year End Transfers; Request from Reserve Fund; Brownfields update. 

 

Reviewed Minutes: 

On a motion by Brian DeVriese, and seconded by Sheila Litchfield, the Board voted unanimously to 

accept revised minutes of 4/28/16 Select Board meeting as presented with one abstention. 

 

On a motion by Brian DeVriese, and seconded by Robyn Provost-Carlson, the Board voted 

unanimously to accept the minutes of 6/13/16 as amended. 

 

On a motion by Sheila Litchfield, and seconded by Robyn Provost-Carlson, the Board voted 

unanimously to accept the minutes of 6/21/16 Select Board meeting as amended with one abstention. 

 

7:25 p.m. Don Freeman entered the meeting. 

 

Karen Axtell/MassDOT:   Karen attended tonight to review the next steps for bridge replacement project 

on Sadoga Road, #607118.  The mylar plan to be recorded will be ready. Kara will contact Town Counsel 

to see if the Town can record.  Once recording is done, Karen will prepare the ROW certificate and the 

project may commence. 

 

Broadband Readiness Prep: Al Canali, Art Schwenger, Erich Holan, Don Freeman (rep for Finance 

Committee), part of Broadband Committee (BBC), discussed broadband readiness tonight and in 

preparation for the initial meeting with MBI next week, 7/19. Jan Carr will serve on committee as rep for 

FinCom going forward. Once construction phase is complete, the Town will own the network. Discussed 

operators and how that would be organized as far as vehicles, administration, operations, etc.  Heath will 

continue to meet with neighboring towns as regional efforts provide cost savings. Small towns need to 

converge for viability.  Discussed organization of BBC. Al Canali will serve as designee and will work 

directly with MBI; Art will serve as alternate.  Clear channel of communication is essential.  Need to 

determine financial needs, what is needed for utility agreements, etc. Al will do some research to try to 

organize notifications via email. Sheila will send MBI documents to all BBC members.  Questions will be 

compiled for 7/19 meeting with Todd Corcoran from MBI. 

 

9:10 p.m. Al Canali, Art Schwenger, Erich Holan, Don Freeman left meeting. 

 

Mail/Email and Town Coordinator Report: 

 Emails with Dawn Bloom re Brownfields, and Karen Brooks re same. Town soon to take 

possession of property. Kara will notify BOH that they should send a letter to request updated 

assessment work on property abutting land; and to proceed with Phase II when allowed. 

 Emails re 128 Taylor Brook Rd Violation 

 Letter (cc) from Jim Hawkins to homeowner re 280 Rt 8A North.   

 Email from HRA with 8th Quarter Financials and narrative for Heath Four Town Grant.   

 Email from Ken Gilbert re summarization of the grants the fire dept. has submitted.   

 Resignation letter from Alice Wozniak, Assessor.   



 

 

 Bridge Inspection reports MassDOT 

 Heath Nurse monthly report, June 2016 

 Email from Art re FCTS meeting. They are looking for Heath representation at a Building & 

Grounds Subcommittee meeting. Art will attend.   

 FCCIP monthly reports 

 Email from Jan Ameen re Compactor project and pricing for proposals (see larger packet). Kara 

will schedule a meeting in August. 

 Email from Joe Markarian. Meeting July 26 at 8 p.m. Everyone will review packet and have 

questions ready for meeting. 

 Announcement from FRCOG Council – re meeting and annual reorganization 

 Response from Jay Ash to Hilma’s sending the Resolution to Boston 

 Email from Andrea Woods re elevator issues and invoice 

 

Other Separate Documents for review: 

1. Minutes for review 4/28, 5/31, 6/13, 6/21 & 7/7  

2. MBI Readiness documents for discussion 

3. Articles regarding Heath School 

4. Street List (for appointments) 

5. Appointment list for FY17 

6. Proposals for Compactor project 

7. Year end transfers 

 

Transfers:  On a motion by Brian DeVriese, and seconded by Robyn Provost-Carlson, the Board voted 

unanimously to approve FY16 transfers per Ch. 44 § 33B as follows: 

 

$2,491.26 from Police Salaries #01-5-210-000 to Legal Fees #01-5-151-000; 

$370.97 from Treas. Tax Taking #01-5-145-004 to Treasurer Expense, #01-5-145-002; 

$2,500.00 from Treas. Tax Taking #01-5-145-004 to Sawyer Hall Maint./Utilities #01-5-192-001 

 

 

FY17 Appointments:  Reviewed list of appointees for FY17. The Board decided to discontinue the 

Recycling Committee. Because they have decided to transition to Pay-as-you-Throw in the next FY 

(2017-18), they felt there was no need for a committee devoted to recycling since recycling is inherent in 

the PAYT system.  Ed Grinnell will be appointed to serve as Animal Control Officer but the stipend for 

Asst. Animal Control Officer will be transferred at a later date to be paid to Mr. Grinnell as he will be 

taking on the full responsibility of the position. 

 

On a motion by Brian DeVriese, and seconded by Robyn Provost-Carlson, the Board voted 

unanimously to make the following appointments for FY17: 

 

Chairman, Select Board Sheila Litchfield  

Secretary, Select Board Robyn Provost-Carlson  

Town Coordinator** Kara Leistyna 

Office Assistant** Lorena Loubsky 

Treasurer** Kristi Nartowicz 

Accountant** Tracey Baronas (3 year term to 2019) 

Tax Collector** Elizabeth Nichols 

Americans w/Disabilities Rep. Maya Jalbert 

Animal Inspector+ Ken Erho (exp. April 30, 2017) 

Animal Inspector (Rabies)+ Ed Grinnell (exp. April 30, 2017) 

Animal Control Officer + Ed Grinnell  

Building Maintenance Coordinator** Timothy Lively 



 

 

Carl H. Nilman Scholarship Rep. Eric Sumner 

Chief of Police** Margo Newton 

Emergency Management Director+ Timothy Lively 

E 911 Coordinator Budge Litchfield 

FRCOG Representative Brian DeVriese   

FRCOG Planning Board Rep. David Travers 

FRCOG Alternate Planning Board Rep. Brian DeVriese 

FRCOG Regional Dog Kennel Rep. Ed Grinnell 

FRCOG Regional Dog Kennel Rep. Alternate Lee Lively  

Three-Town Landfill Committee Rep. Sheila Litchfield 

FCCIP Representative Brian DeVriese 

Fire Chief+ Kenneth Gilbert  

Forest Fire Warden Kenneth Gilbert 

Franklin Regional Transit Authority Rep. (FRTA) Brian DeVriese 

Franklin County Solid Waste Mgmt Dist. Rep. Kara Leistyna 

Highway Superintendent** Michael Shattuck  

Highway Department Liaison Robyn Provost-Carlson  

Building Inspector James Cerone 

Inspector, Electrical Tom McDonald 

Inspector, Plumbing & Gas Andrew K. French 

Licensing Board Sheila Litchfield 

Local Emergency Planning Committee Rep.  Sheila Litchfield 
  LEPC consists of: Fire Chief, Police Chief   
  Highway Supt., Select Board Member, and Emergency Mgmt. Director 

Police Officers** Lee Lively, Julie Shippee, Melinda Herzig 

Detail Officers Gordon Cutter, Julie Shippee, Melinda Herzig 

Post Office Manager** Charlene Reynolds 

Assistant Post Office Manager** Margo Newton, Art Schwenger 

 

Senior Center Coordinator+ Eileen McVay-Lively 

Select Board Correspondent to Heath Herald Brian DeVriese 

Tax Title Attorney Berenson & Bloom, Esquires 

Town Counsel Kopelman & Paige P.C. 

Town Nurse** Claire Rabbitt 

Veterans’ Service Officer Brian Brooks 

Veterans’ Graves Officer Dennis Peters 

Veterans’ Representative Dennis Peters 

Fred G. Wells Trustee Dianne Grinnell 

Transfer Station Attendant ** Ken Erho  

Highway Personnel ** Dohn Sherman, Jason Lively,  

  Jeffrey Johnston 

**denotes hired 

+  Stipend 

 

Agricultural Commission Doug Mason 

  Jessica Van Steensburg 

  Nina Marshall 

  Sean Neill 

  Vacant 

 

Broadband Committee Sheila Litchfield 

  Jan Carr 

  Erich Holan 



 

 

  Jansen McNay 

  David Muenkel 

  Heather Row 

  Al Canali 

  Art Schwenger 

 

 

Cemetery Commission Claire Rabbitt 

  Jerry Gilbert 

  Eric Sumner 

 

Community Hall Committee Margo Newton 

  Delores Churchill 

  Ruth Corey 

  Don Dekker 

  Tracy Schott 

 

Conservation Commission    

 Dennis Peters 

  Brian DeVriese 

  Ellen Jenkins 

  Buck (Bernard) Den Ouden 

  Jessica Van Steensburg 

  Bill Lattrell, Consultant 
 

Council on Aging Margo Newton  

  Alli Thane-Stetson 

  Teresa Peters 

  Jane deLeeuw 

  Jean Lamothe 
 

Energy Advisory Committee: Steve Thane, Bill Gran  

  Peter Row, Steve Ryack, Bob Schultz 

 

 

Heath Education Initiative Task Force Ken Rocke 

  Budge Litchfield 

  Gloria Fisher 

  Nina Marshall 

  Mary Sumner 

  Deb Porter 

  Brian DeVriese 

 

 

Heath Veteran’s Memorial Committee David Howland 

  Robert Bourke 

  Jerry Gilbert 

  Dennis Peters 

  Peter Smith 

 

 

Historical Commission Margaret Freeman 

  Esther Gallup 



 

 

  Judy Eldred 

   

 

Municipal Complex Building Committee Bob Viarengo 

  Ken Gilbert 

  Brian DeVriese (Ex officio) 

  Calvin Carr 

  Jack Gougeon 

  Mike Shattuck 
   

Parks and Recreation Committee                      Bob Bourke 

  Robin Jenkins 

  Mary Holan 

  Lyra Johnson-Fuller 

  Sam Lane 

 

Board of Health (3 year)+ Charlie Cornish, 2019 
 

Zoning Board of Appeals (5 year)    Dennis Peters, 2021 

 

 

Heath Rep. to the MTRSD Long-Range Steering Comm. Allen Comstock 

 

Mohawk Trail Woodlands Partnership Advisory Committee  

(FRCOG) Art Schwenger 

 

SIGNED:   

 Order of Taking (Sadoga Road). On a motion by Brian DeVriese, and seconded by Robyn 

Provost-Carlson, the Board voted unanimously to sign Order of Taking & Affidavit for Sadoga 

Road Bridge Replacement Project #607118. 

 Letter to MTRSD BEST Committee 

 Heath Education Initiative Task Force 

 Cabot Risk Strategies renewal quote for 124 Rt. 8A 

 Assessors Mapping Maintenance Proposal with CAI. On a motion by Brian DeVriese, and 

seconded by Robyn Provost-Carlson, the Board voted unanimously to approval proposal for FY17 

in the amount of $1,200. 

 Request from Finance Committee Reserve Fund: On a motion by Brian DeVriese, and seconded 

by Robyn Provost-Carlson, the Board voted unanimously to submit request to Finance 

Committee in the amount of $783.48 to cover unanticipated shortfall in group insurance line 

item for FY17. 

 

Next meeting scheduled for July 26, 2016 at 7 p.m.    

 

Future Meetings in 2016: August 9, 23; Sept. 13, 27; Oct. 4, 25; Nov. 1, 15, 22 & 29 

 

On a motion by Brian DeVriese, and seconded by Robyn Provost-Carlson, the Board voted 

unanimously to adjourn at 10:19 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Kara Leistyna 

Town Coordinator 


