
 

 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

Town of Heath 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Sawyer Hall 

June 13, 2016 

 

 

Call to Order at 7:05 p.m. by Sheila Litchfield with Brian DeVriese, Robyn Provost-Carlson, and Kara 

Leistyna, Town Coordinator present. Also present: Ken Gilbert, Fire Chief and Gary Singley, Deputy 

Chief.  See sign in sheet for additional attendance.  

 

Reviewed Agenda:   Add Tanners at 8 p.m. 

 

Fire Dept.: Ken Gilbert discussed regionalization. He is gathering information but not much yet to share. 

Sheila shared that at the Small Town Summit, they discussed fire/highway/police hared service. Need 

more discussion. Concept of where shared services are useful needs to be explored. Current 

administration is very supportive of regionalization efforts. 

 

Annual Status:  

 Current personnel count 17; 2 of which are medical personnel; 1 admin., and 2 Jr. Firefighters leaving 

12. Chief is actively recruiting. 

 Governance: MGL gives chief enforcing authority. If non-compliance, State Fire Marshall gets 

involved. Discussed rules on equipment standards and potential liabilities. A letter may be written and 

signed by Select Board giving chief enforcing authority and ability to issue citations. 

 E911 list discussed. Will continue to make progress to ultimately send out letters to property owners. 

 Ken offered equipment report. A new computer was issued.  C.A.D. processes require fiber optic.  

Discussed rust issues and need for bay to wash trucks after use. 

 Engine 2 (1979): Bob Bourke and Betsy Kovacs wrote a grant application for $340,000 ($15,000 

Town’s share) to replace this vehicle.  Its breaks fail at times and need to look at safety of apparatus. 

If grant is not awarded, the Town will have to begin planning for replacement/repair. 

 Rescue Truck (1985): Bought used. Has electrical issues. Association raised money to replace rescue 

vehicle. Need to keep voters informed. 

 SCBAs: Not up to standards.  Received 16 upgraded packs that came from fire dept. on Cape Cod. 

Improvement but need replacement bottles. This donation offers compatible equipment. Ken will keep 

apprised of budget annually to keep equipment updated.  Applied for $92,000 grant (5% is Town’s 

share). 

 Applied for a grant in the amount of $10,000 for pagers. 

 Ceiling at dept. repaired. 

 Discussed process of emergency spending and what constitutes an emergency – need definition of 

emergency spending and emergency meeting. 

 Trees were removed that were overhanging building. 

 Need to appoint liaison. Bob Gruen was asked if he would serve in such a role and agreed. A letter 

will be sent. 

 

Tanners: Attended to discuss back tax issues and home replacement project. Discussed resources that 

may be available to help and other options.  Will meet again in July. 

 

Mail/Email and Town Coordinator Report: 

1. Emails re: Broadband (19 pages) –Kara will complete Readiness Form with help from Al and Art; 

Discuss planning for 6/21 Meeting with Bill Ennen; 



 

 

2. Emails re: MA Dot Bridge Projects (5 pages) –Easement plan should be completed this week with 

Order of Taking ready for vote on 6/28; 

3. Emails re: Brownfields, Phase II (2 pages). Kara will send copy of minutes (when approved) to 

Jessica Atwood. Karen tells me that I, as agent for BOH will work with Jessica in drafting a letter 

to send to owners for site access; if that doesn’t work, Glen Ayers will seek permission in housing 

court.   

4. Email from Phoebe Walker with a few quick updates on CPHS.   

5. Notice from Dept. of Housing & Community Development. This is handled with HRA; 

6. Small Town Summit Notice – next meeting July 13 at 7 p.m. with minutes of June 2 and attendee 

list; 

7. Notice from FRCOG Bicycle Parking Program. Action: Does Heath want to receive a new bike 

rack? 

8. eUpdate – Final Changes to Federal Overtime Regulations.   

9. Email from Paul Mark – still waiting for a meeting date with Stan Rosenberg.   

10. Email from Colonial Power.   A conference call is needed to discuss next steps - it will take 

approximately 45 min.  Either Wed., between 2 and 4 or Friday, 6/17 between 10 and 12?  The 

DOER Attorney will review aggregation statute and ask why town is interested in what are the 

goals for the program.  

11. Notice from Massachusetts Fiscal Alliance.   

12. Emails from Mark Reich on warrant language.   

13. Email from Bob Bourke (copy) resignation from Fire Dept.   

14. Emails re: Community Food Assessment.   

15. Notice re: Elevator Permits and Scheduled Inspections.   

  

Other Separate Documents for review: 

16.  General Funds and Other Funds Expense Report  

17.  DRAFT STM Warrant for 6/28/16 

18. The Beacon 

19. Subordination Request 140 Rt. 8A North, Heath 

20. Minutes 5-17-16 

21. Expenditure Reports 

22. Library Assistant Performance Review 

23. 2016 Commonwealth Security Trust Fund Grant Program (Fire Dept.) 

24. Accountant’s Cash Reconciliation May 2016 

 

Other Business: 

 

1. Reviewed warrant for Special Town Meeting.  On a motion by Brian DeVriese, and seconded by 

Robyn Provost-Carlson, the Board voted unanimously to approve warrant as amended.  Heath 

Education Initiative Task Force will have a presentation after the meeting. 

  

2. Broadband: Kara will ask Hilma to begin compiling documents to be ready for meeting with Bill 

Ennen. Readiness form will be prepared outlining needs for broadband in Heath.  Sheila attended a 

meeting to discuss possibility of regional build-out.  A Broadband Committee is needed.  On a 

motion by Brian DeVriese, and seconded by Robyn Provost-Carlson, the Board voted 

unanimously to form  a five-member Broadband Committee to explore the best options for Heath 

and report to the Board of Selectmen.  The following people were appointed: 

Al Canali 

Art Schwenger 

Jansen McNay 

Heather Row 

David Muenkel 

Jodie Walsh 



 

 

 

3. Land Sale: On a motion by Brian DeVriese, and seconded by Robyn Provost-Carlson, the 

Board voted unanimously to authorize Sheila Litchfield, Chair, to sign closing documents for 

sale of land on Bray Road. 

4. Fire Dept. On a motion by Brian DeVriese, and seconded by Robyn Provost-Carlson, the Board 

voted unanimously to authorize Sheila Litchfield, Chair, to sign on behalf of the Board, a grant 

application to purchase personal protective equipment for Fire Dept. in the amount of 

$4,272.50 (Town will receive 50% up to $2,000). 

5. Next Select Board meetings for July, 2016: July 12 and 26.  Kara will prepare FY17 

appointment list for July 12. 
 

Review Minutes: On a motion by Brian DeVriese, and seconded by Robyn Provost-Carlson, the Board 

voted unanimously to approve the minutes of 5/17/16 Select Board meeting as presented. 

  

SIGNED:   

 Request for Vacation Leave 

 Bray Road P&S (Sale of Land) – 2 originals. On a motion by Brian DeVriese, and seconded by 

Robyn Provost-Carlson, the Board voted unanimously to sign P&S agreement for the sale of 

land off Bray Road for the price of $37,750. Closing to be held later in June. 

 Letter to Rowe Select Board and School Committee 

 DPU Filing Petition for Colonial Power – Community Choice Aggregation Program. On a motion 

by Brian DeVriese, and seconded by Robyn Provost-Carlson, the Board voted unanimously to 

sign Petition of Town of Heath for approval of aggregation plan pursuant to MGL c. 164, sect. 

134 to be submitted to the Dept. of Public Utilities on behalf of Heath. 

 Community Compact IT Grant Award Contract ($55,000) – 2 originals. On a motion by Brian 

DeVriese, and seconded by Robyn Provost-Carlson, the Board voted unanimously to accept 

grant award in the amount of $55,000 between the Commonwealth of MA and Town of Heath 

for the purchase of assessor’s mapping software and collector software (and implementation of 

same). 

 STM Warrant 6-28-16 

 

Next meeting scheduled for June 21, 2016 at 7 p.m.   

 

On a motion by Brian DeVriese, and seconded by Sheila Litchfield, the Board voted unanimously to 

adjourn at 10:23 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Kara Leistyna 

Town Coordinator 


