
 

 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

Town of Heath 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Sawyer Hall 

May 31, 2016 

 

 

Call to Order at 7:04 p.m. by Sheila Litchfield with Brian DeVriese, Robyn Provost, and Kara Leistyna, 

Town Coordinator present. See sign in sheet for additional attendance.  

 

Reviewed Agenda:   Add Status update on school matters. 

 

Brownfields Program:  Nancy Milkey and Jessica Atwood attended tonight to describe the FRCOG 

Brownfields Program and the process of an assessment.  This program, funded by an EPA grant, will 

address both petroleum or hazardous contaminants present on certain properties and support clean up, 

redevelopment, and reuse.  Phase I, historical research and a site survey, has been completed for 5 Ledges 

Road. For Phase II, additional steps are taken through sampling (soil and ground water), and analysis. 

Discussed ownership of property and whether the town can proceed if it is not owner.  Will need an 

access agreement signed by owners to be allowed on site.  There has been difficulty reaching all owners 

however, according to BOH Chair, Karen Brooks, Glen Ayers, FRCOG Health Agent, is willing to go to 

housing court to get site access.  When assessment is finished, a report with documentation will be 

provided to owner.  Phase III outlines clean up steps.  Discussed funding, which is finite. Other projects 

are in the queue. Board of Selectmen, and Board of Health feel we should proceed with Phase II via 

housing court to get access agreement. Phase III includes recommendations and planning. Jessica shared 

that the process is long and Town’s legal counsel would need to provide legal services.  On a motion by 

Brian DeVriese, and seconded by Robyn Provost-Carlson, the Board voted unanimously to proceed 

with Phase II, soil testing, on 5 Ledges Road pending the acquisition of site access, at no cost to Town.  

 

7:30 p.m. Jessica, Karen, and Nancy left meeting. 

 

Joe Markarian: Joe Markarian, Financial Management Specialist working with FRCOG on behalf of the 

Community Compact program, attended tonight to begin discussion on Capital Improvement Planning for 

the Town.   Joe offered some basic recommendations for budget planning; the steps in the process; bylaws 

or policy statement; review process; etc. Some towns operate under bylaws, others establish policies.  Joe 

shared that if the policy works over time, then towns proceed to legalizing within a bylaw format which 

provides continuity over time. Discussed a capital planning committee and guidelines for such including 

composition, governance, etc.   The purpose is not necessarily about finances but rather prioritizing need 

and importance and then making recommendations to the BOS.  Joe recommended that all final budget 

decisions are made only after all requests are reviewed.  He can provide a ‘bare bones’ format and then 

meet with the working group to discuss further. Discussed various capital expenditure needs such as 

vehicles, buildings, etc.  Big ticket items are always more challenging. Joe encouraged that when budget 

requests are submitted, funding sources are identified as well. Heath already operates with a budget 

planning calendar in a collaborative effort including BOS and Finance Committee. Capital requests may 

be incorporated into this already established process.  Replacement schedules need to be created more 

carefully.   

Joe will send along the framework of a capital improvement program for the BOS and FinCom to review.  

He will then come in again to receive comments and decisions, and incorporate other changes.  Joe also 

shared that another round of Community Compact opportunities will be circulated after July 1.  The Town 

can apply for assistance in other areas.   

 

9:00 p.m. Joe Markarian left meeting. 

 



 

 

Mary Holan: Mary suggested an increase in the stipend paid to School Committee members for their 

important work. She feels it is important to fairly compensate these reps because school is so critical for 

our community.  The amount of commitment deserves a closer look at compensation for FY18. Select 

Board responded that there are no clear numbers for stipends – Finance Committee shared their research 

and found no subjective date but the matter still needs careful review. 

 

9:24 p.m. Finance Committee members left meeting. 

 

Mary and the Board discussed demographics and the declining enrollment in school. Discussed the 

importance of bringing broadband fiber to households.  Mary also expressed the importance in finding 

ways to make Heath interesting and affordable for young families.  

 

9:40 Mary Holan left meeting. 

 

Other Business: 

1. On a motion by Brian DeVriese, and seconded by Sheila Litchfield, the Board voted 

unanimously to approve the meeting minutes of 5/3/16 as presented, with one abstention. 

2. On a motion by Brian DeVriese, and seconded by Robyn Provost-Carlson, the Board voted 

unanimously to subordinate a mortgage between the Town of Heath Septic Loan (mortgage) 

and Donna M. Tanner, in the amount of $16,078.57 to a certain mortgage to Adams 

Community Bank in the amount of $100,000. 

3. Special Town Meeting: Tentative date set at June 28. Need to use Free Cash by June 30.  

Reviewed debt and options for pay off. Discussed Assessor’s Mapping Project and options if 

funding through IT grant are not received.  

4. Summer Temp Help: On a motion by Brian DeVriese, and seconded by Robyn Provost-

Carlson, the Board voted unanimously to appoint Ken Erho as Summer Temporary Helper for 

Highway Dept. at $14.58/hour. 

5. Sheila offered update on Heath Education Initiative Task Force. Discussed ways to work 

through School Committee reps. to dispel rumors and keep parents apprised including the town 

meeting process. 

6. Personnel Policy Change: The new position of Assistant Assessor will adhere to personal policy. 

The supervisor of this position is not the BOS, but the Board of Assessors. Discussed suggested 

change for policy for clarification. 

7. Discussed future agendas. Jan Ameen will be invited to meet again to discuss PAYT further. 

Mike Shattuck will be scheduled to meet to discuss compactor project. Brian suggested an 

engineer for site design. Kara will follow up. 

8. Sheila shared results of MFOB Hearing on 5/18/16 in Boston. The oversight board increased 

Heath’s borrowing capacity to $5.2 million to allow time to resolve loss of funding for Safety 

Complex. 

 

Mail/Email and Town Coordinator Report: 

1. Town Nurse monthly report May, 2016 

2. Email from Kris Nartowicz re: Tanner. Atty. Bloom recommends subordinating loan because the 

property value will increase with improvements. Action: Vote to subordinate septic loan so that 

Tanner may proceed in getting funding for new dwelling 

3. Announcement of Small Town Summit meeting and related article. Sheila will attend. 

4. MassDOT Inspection report for Jacksonville Stage Road/West Branch Brook (H-14-007) – No 

posting required for bridge. Inspections will continue.  Kara will call to confirm that bridge is on 

replacement list. 

5. Email from Bob Viarengo summarizing our meeting with MCC 

6. Email from Paul Mark confirming that the amendment for grant for Safety Complex was included 

in Senate budget request. No update yet.  



 

 

7. Notice for Hampshire County Select Boards Assoc. meeting June 23, 5:30 p.m. Brian and Kara 

will attend. 

8. Email from Dan Hall re: Landfill and Quarterly Inspections. Kara will arrange with highway crew 

to cut saplings before 6/7. 

9. Notice from MMA re: Senate Budget Committee  

10. Proposal for further work on Sawyer Hall from Justin Lively. On a motion by Brian DeVriese, 

and seconded by Robyn Provost-Carlson, the Board voted unanimously to authorize Justin 

Lively to install ice cleats on Sawyer Hall roof not to exceed $2,250.  

11. Proposal for window replacements for Community Hall from Carson Ovitt. On a motion by Brian 

DeVriese, and seconded by Robyn Provost-Carlson, the Board voted unanimously to authorize 

Carson Ovitt to replace windows as stated, not to exceed $1,200.  

12. Emails re: Broadband (9 pages) On a motion by Brian DeVriese, and seconded by Robyn 

Provost-Carlson, the Board voted to appoint Al Canali to serve as designated contact person for 

the MBI Last Mile Broadband Readiness Assessment, who will work directly with Bill Ennen, 

Implementation Liaison for MBI.  BOS requests regular attendance at meetings, and consistent 

communication to BOS including meetings, actions, conversations, updates, etc. Kara will 

schedule a meeting with Al and Bill Ennen soon.  Charlemont and Rowe broadband committees 

want to include Heath in regional efforts.   

13. Email from Lee Smith re: Conlon Sale of Bray Road to Heath. 

  

Other Separate Documents for review: 

14.  General Funds and Other Funds Expense Report 5/26/16 

15. DEP Sustainability Grant Requirements and choices for FY17 

16. Info and Invite to meeting from FRCOG (June 8). Kara will attend. 

 

SIGNED:   

 DEP Sustainability Grant Requirements and choices for FY17 Action: Choices? 

 Budget and Program Revision Form for HRA (This has already been approved and signing the 

form is requesting all $61,300 goes back to the appropriate towns to begin gearing down the 

grant.) 

 Request for Vacation Leave 

 MACC MOU Final – please sign (voted at previous meeting) 

 

Next meeting scheduled for June 13, 2016 at 7 p.m.   

 

On a motion by Brian DeVriese, and seconded by Sheila Litchfield, the Board voted unanimously to 

adjourn at 10:22 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Kara Leistyna 

Town Coordinator 


