
 

 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

Town of Heath 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Sawyer Hall 

May 17, 2016 

 

 

Call to Order at 7 p.m. by Sheila Litchfield with Brian DeVriese, Robyn Provost, and Kara Leistyna, 

Town Coordinator present. See sign in sheet for additional attendance.  

 

Reviewed Agenda:   Add Zip Codes to Other Business. 

 

Reviewed Minutes:  On a motion by Brian DeVriese, and seconded by Sheila Litchfield, the Board 

voted unanimously with one abstention to approve the minutes of 4/19/16 and 4/28/16 as presented. 

 

7:24 p.m. Jan Ameen, Exec. Director FC Solid Waste Management District arrived. 

 

Mail/Email and Town Coordinator Report: 

1.  Fire Engine correspondence (9 pages). Discussed engine repair matter. Need guidance on 

definition of “emergency meeting.” Finance Comm. has been asked to transfer $2,000 from 

Reserve Fund to cover repairs. 

2.  Complaint 3 Ledges Road 

3.  Email from Karen Brooks re: fire file cabinet 

4.  Email from Kris Nartowicz re: MFOB hearing 

5.  Correspondence re: Sadoga Road bridge replacement project (13 pages) 

6.  Letter from FRCOG re: FC Courthouse doorknobs 

7.  Correspondence re: sale of Bray Road property (5 pages) 

8.  Correspondence re: purchase of Bray Road/Colrain Stage Rd. property (3 pages) 

9.  Correspondence re: MBI/WiredWest/Broadband (8 pages) 

10.  Correspondence re: TAP program (4 pages) (two proposals for work-plan on flash drive) 

11.  Email from Eric Glazier re: grant from US Dept. of EDU 

12.  Correspondence re: Small Town Summit (8 pages) 

13.  Complaint from Debbie Cavalier 

14.  Complaint from Jeff Simmons 

15.  Letter from Charlemont re: Landfill. Discussed Quarterly inspections. Will request lesser 

frequency 

16.  Email from Amy Donovan, FCSWMD re: Clean Sweep 

17.  FC Tech Excess and Deficiency figure for July 1, 2015 

18.  Various news articles on school budget vote 

19.  Heath Nurse monthly report, April, 2016 

20.  Email from Susan Nadile, Cabot Risk Strategies with FY17 quote 

21.  eUpdate from Kopelman and Paige re: overtime 

22.  MIIA announcement of Property & Casualty credits, $2,173. Deducted from FY17 premium 

  

Pay-As-You-Throw:  Jan is here to help the Town transition to PAYT. She will assist with preparation 

and implementation. Grant funds will only provide money for bag programs at approximately 

$10/household. Another option is stickers. Jan can also help with pricing and ordering. PAYT revenue 

(stickers) helps offset hauling/disposal which can decrease 30-50%, according to Jan. Price of each bag is 

set at $1.50-$2.00 per bag – approximately 30-33 gal. is standard so 1 sticker for 30 gal. bag or 1 sticker 

for 2 kitchen sized (15 gal.) bags. Recycling increases with PAYT.  Of the 22 Towns in the District, four 

towns, including Heath, do not use PAYT. Jan offered some comparisons in hauling and says the trade off 

is some people won’t be happy with the change. Some towns offer residents a number of stickers each 



 

 

year. An additional permit to use the Transfer Station is often necessary at a lesser cost (e.g. $10 

annually). Town should make a list of all issues that need to be addressed for transition/implementation. 

Jan shared there are often ‘bugs’ to be worked out in the outset. The majority of towns adopted PAYT in 

the 1980s when landfill rates were high. Landfills are now filling up and there is one incinerator. Jan 

shared that Heath currently has a large amount of trash and most likely people are throwing away 

recyclables, or non-residents are using the transfer station. The attendant is critical in monitoring efforts. 

Another grant opportunity may be offered and Recycling Dividend Program may provide an additional 

sum for PAYT/year. Jan is available to assist further and can come up to Heath again for more discussion. 

 

8:07 p.m. Jan Ameen left meeting. 

 

Other Business: 

1. Year-End Transfers:  Transfers under Ch. 44, § 33B:  On a motion by Brian DeVriese, and 

seconded by Robyn Provost, the Board voted unanimously to approve the following transfers as 

follows (These transfers were also approved by the Finance Committee unanimously): 

 

$166.67 from Assessor’s Chair Salary #01-5-141-000 to Assessor’s Member Stipend  

#01-5-141-001; 

$300.00 from Winter Salt /Sand & Other #01-5-423-002 to Lawn Mowing Ctr. & Cemetery 

 #01-5-192-006; 

$3,000.00 from Winter Salt/Sand & Other to Emergency Vehicle Maintenance #01-5-220-006; 

$1,090 from Fire Dept. Supp. /Training to Emergency Vehicle Maintenance. 

 

 

2. Assessors Mapping Funding: Discussed upcoming STM. If Grant is not awarded, can transfer 

funds from Free Cash. 

3. Broadband: Smaller groups are being encouraged to band together for build-out e.g. Charlemont, 

Rowe, Heath, & Hawley. 

4. Scheduling: Bob Dean, FRCOG Dir. Of Regional Services will be here on 6/14; Joe Markarian, 

FRCOG – Capital Planning Consultant will be here 5/31. A future meeting may be scheduled to 

discuss affect of conservation land on tax base in order to understand issues so everyone is aware 

and to avoid misunderstanding.  Robyn shared that the Assessors will meet with the Land Trust to 

discuss this topic in the near future. 

5. TAP: Once all parties agree on schedule target dates, will incorporate into Budget Planning 

Calendar for next FY. 

6. Sadoga Bridge Replacement Project: Sheila met with abutters. $3,200 was set aside for 

easement/taking but will no longer be needed because abutters signed a certificate of donation. 

Process is moving along and may be done sooner than originally planned. Dell Bridge replacement 

process is making progress as well. 

  

8:40 p.m. Finance Committee members left meeting. 

 

7. Highway Preventive Maintenance: Mike seeking quotes to sand blast 2012/Truck #2 to inhibit 

rust for approximately $8,200 for FY17. 

 

8. Land Sale: Brian made a motion to accept Mr. Sessions’ bid of $37,550 to purchase land on 

Bray Road with Town to assume closing costs. Board will sign Disclosure of Beneficial Interests 

form & send to DCAMM (Division of Capital Asset Management & Maintenance) office as 

required. 

 

9. Small Town Summit Meeting: Sheila attended a meeting in Charlemont. Next meeting is 

scheduled for June 2. Four areas were explored – Sheila participated in group discussion on 

regionalization and shared services, especially fire/police services.  Will discuss with Ken Gilbert. 



 

 

Chief’s Association has been discussing the sharing of a chief between Charlemont and Shelburne. 

Robyn shared that she has been working with Dispatch on Greenfield Public Safety Complex and 

some information from Boston is forthcoming that she will be happy to share.   

 

 

Other Separate Documents for review: 

1. Heath School Review 

2. Expenditure Reports 5/16/16 

3. TAP Workplan proposals. On a motion by Brian DeVriese, and seconded by Robyn Provost, 

the Board voted unanimously to accept TAP Workplan for FY17 as approved. 
4. Minutes 4/19 and 4/28/16  

5. FC MACC Concept of Operations and FC Multi-Agency Coordination Center power point.  

 

 

SIGNED:   

  Cabot Risk Police and Fire Accident Coverage proposal FY17. On a motion by Brian DeVriese, 

and seconded by Robyn Provost, the Board voted unanimously to approve proposal for On-Duty 

Police/Fire Coverage through Cabot Risk Strategies for FY17 in the amount of $13,268.  

 New Copier: On a motion by Brian DeVriese, and seconded by Robyn Provost, the Board voted 

unanimously to accept proposal for a new copier/printer/scanner with Baker Office Supply for 

36 month lease with $1/buyout at $212.95/month. (Funding approved at ATM) Lease 

forthcoming. 

 FC Multi-Agency Coordination Center MOU allowing Heath to call on the MACC during planned 

and unplanned events or incidents.  On a motion by Brian DeVriese, and seconded by Robyn 

Provost, the Board voted unanimously to enter into agreement with Franklin County Multi-

Agency Coordinator Center (MACC) – entering Heath into an agreement allowing it to call on 

the MACC during planned and unplanned events or incidents. 

 Vote to accept Mr. Sessions’ bid on Bray Road and to pay closing costs; Disclosure of Beneficial 

Interests form 

 Vacation Request 

 

Next meeting scheduled for May 31, 2016 at 7 p.m.   

 

On a motion by Brian DeVriese, and seconded by Sheila Litchfield, the Board voted unanimously to 

adjourn at 9:23 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Kara Leistyna 

Town Coordinator 


