
 

 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

Town of Heath 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Sawyer Hall 

May 3, 2016 

 

 

Call to Order at 7:01 p.m. by Sheila Litchfield with Bill Lattrell, Brian DeVriese, and Kara Leistyna, 

Town Coordinator present. Also present: Mike Shattuck, Highway Supt. See sign in sheet for additional 

attendance.  

 

Reviewed Agenda:   Eric Sumner, 7:30 ATM Prep; Mike Shattuck, Highway Supt., Bridge Matter, 

Rt. 8A 

 

 

Mike Shattuck:  

 Truck #3 will return from shop in mid-May and Truck #4 has encountered electrical problems and 

returned to the shop for repair 

 Mike shared that the bridge on Rt. 8A (West Branch Brook) was inspected recently and a severe 

hole was revealed.  A possible closure could pose serious challenges with traffic, emergencies, and 

winter operations. Will wait for more input from State. Mike will stress the critical need for 

shoring up bridge temporarily until a repair is scheduled. 

 Mike will address drainage project at Sr. Center 

 Royer Road tree work will begin soon. Tree Warden has been consulted with and need input from 

Conservation Commission. Chapter 90 funds may help with costs. Bill will take a look – no 

wetlands issues apparent. 

 After Annual Town Meeting, Mike will return to discuss Compactor Project going forward. 

 Mike will meet with Justin Lively re: informational kiosk construction for town postings.  

 Mike will attend ATM. 

 Thank you to Mike and kudos to Jason Lively for the excellent roadwork on Taylor Brook and 

Royer roads. 

 

7:19 p.m. Mike Shattuck left meeting. 

 

Verizon Pole Hearing #4A0CT7W opened at 7:20 p.m.:  Andrew Hufnagel attended on behalf of 

Verizon (OSP Designer, UC Synergetic) and read the petition for joint or identical pole location. The 

public hearing has already taken place for MassDOT bridge replacement (Sadoga Road).  MassDOT will 

handle any tree work needed to relocate and replace pole.   

On a motion by Brian DeVriese, and seconded by Bill Lattrell, the Board of Selectmen voted 

unanimously to authorize Verizon New England, Inc. and Massachusetts Electric Company to place 

one pole (T.3/E.51-3) and replace one pole (T.31/2/E.51-5) on Sadoga Road and conduct related work 

as requested in petition. 

 

Hearing closed at 7:28 p.m. 

 

Reviewed Minutes:  On a motion by Brian DeVriese, and seconded by Bill Lattrell, the Board voted 

unanimously to approve the minutes of 4/13/16 as amended. 

 

Eric Sumner/ATM Prep:  Reviewed ATM process and who will call meeting to order. Reviewed ATM 

warrant and Article 3.  

 



 

 

 Discussed projected tax rate for FY17 as prepared by Finance Committee 

 Valuation up by 1.9% 

 Final budget has been shaved over the last few months of preparation to result in less than 1% 

increase from last year’s budget. 

 Discussed on-going work of Heath Education Initiative Task Force 

 Representatives will speak to related school articles; important to include that school budget 

increases stem from middle and high school rather than Heath Elementary School level. 

 Thank you to Bill Lattrell for his excellent service on the Board of Selectmen and the Heath 

Education Initiative Task Force. 

 

Other Business: 

1. The Board decided to wait to send letter to Rowe Select Board regarding work of Task Force.  

 

9:15 p.m. Eric Sumner left meeting. 

9:20 p.m. Finance Committee members left meeting. 

 

Mail/Email: 

1.  Emails re: Safety Complex and funding (7 pages) 

2. Emails between Robyn Provost and TC re: ATM prep 

3. Emails from Clark Rowell re: MFOB hearing, May 18 

4. Email from Phoebe Walker re: CPHS info. and meeting announcement 

5. Email from FRCOG re: Workshops for Municipal Officials (emailed as well) 

6. Email from Sheila re: Debt Capacity 

7. Email from Kathy Inman re: election signs. Campaign Signs are permitted on Town property and 

should not be removed.   

8. Cash Book Summary April 2016 

9. Letter from Charlemont re: meeting on May 19th to learn about proposed direction for MTRSD  

  

Other Separate Documents for review: 

 FY17 Art. 3 

 ATM Warrant 

 Finance Comm. Tax Levy worksheet 

 Citizen’s Guide to Town Meeting 

 4/13/16 Minutes for review 

 

SIGNED:   

 Letter to Rowe Select Board re: Heath Education Initiative Task Force. Board decided to wait on 

sending letter to Rowe Select Board. 

 Verizon Pole Hearing documents (if available) 

  

Next meeting scheduled for May 17, 2016 at 7 p.m.   

 

On a motion by Bill Lattrell, and seconded by Sheila Litchfield, the Board voted unanimously to 

adjourn at 9:50 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Kara Leistyna 

Town Coordinator 


