
MEETING MINUTES 

Town of Heath 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Heath Community Hall 

April 13, 2010 

 

Called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Tom Lively Also present Town Coordinator Gloria Fisher, Finance 

Committee Members Jeff Simmons and Ned Wolf; and Town Accountant Tracey Baronas. 

 

Tom noted that until there was a quorum of Board members present, the Board meeting would start as an 

informational meeting only. 

 

Agenda was reviewed with no changes. 

 

7:03 Don Freeman and Jan Carr entered the meeting. 

 

Town Accountant 

Tracey noted that firefighter Ken Gilbert attended rapid intervention training and that he had completed the 

course successfully enabling him to be paid for his time. Tracey presented a document to Tom for his 

signature that reimburses the town. Tom signed the document. The request to take training, to be paid for the 

time, and for the town to be reimbursed was voted unanimously by the Board at their March 2 meeting. 

 

Tracey presented a request for two articles for the town meeting warrant to rescind borrowing approval for 

two projects. The Board agreed to include the articles on the warrant. She also noted that the town could 

change its long distance plan with Verizon and save money. The Finance Committee recommended switch in 

plans. Tom will wait for Brian’s arrival to discuss this. 

 

Accounting Software 

Tracey recommended that the town go forward with accounting software from Muniware at a cost $4,000, 

which includes a new computer. The yearly fee after that will be $1,000 with a 2.5% increase each year. 

Tracey was thanked for her efforts in obtaining quotes for new accounting software. 

 

7:25 Tracey, Don, Ned, Jeff, and Jan left the meeting. Brian De Vriese entered the meeting. 

 

Pay As You Throw (PAYT) 

It was decided that there was no need for Jan Ameen (FCSWMD) to attend the May 8 town meeting because 

PAYT would not be discussed there. It was decided to hold a separate informational meeting on PAYT for 

town residents. No decision has yet been made on whether to go with PAYT. 

 

7:31 Dog Officer Bob Tanner entered the meeting. 

 

7:36 Jodi Walsh entered the meeting. 

 

Dog Complaint 

Jodi Walsh presented a written dog complaint for a dog on Ledges Rd. that ran barking at and chasing her 

and her dog on Easter weekend. The dog was not leashed nor restrained. Bob noted that he had spoken with 

the dog’s owner. Discussed when whether a dog fine is per individual dog or per owner. Tom read the bylaw 

and it was determined that fines are against the owner not the individual dog, so that a person with multiple 

dogs is liable for each incident whether it is the same or different dogs involved. The Dog Officer was told to 

fine the owner $50/dog/incident. 

 

7:50 Jodi left the meeting. 

 



Dog Officer 

Bob notified the Board of a dog complaint filled out by the Rowe School Nurse. Someone asking for 

directions to the Rowe School was bit by a German Shepherd on Route 8A N. This is the second biting 

incident involving this dog. Discussed whether to have a dangerous/nuisance dog hearing. Brian moved to 

hold a dog hearing as soon as possible. Tom seconded. The motion passed. 

 

8:00 Bob left the meeting. 

 

Mail 

 Updated replacement list for Highway equipment from Highway Supt. Mike Smith. 

 E-mail from Sheila Litchfield noting that she has spoken with the town accountant regarding the 

accounting software proposal Tracey will be bringing to the April 13 Board meeting. Sheila believes that 

Tracey’s recommendation seems sound and in the best interests of the town. 

 E-mails from the Highway Supt. and the FinCom chair discussing financing options for a new loader. 

 Letter from the Mass DEP announcing the sustainable Materials Recovery Program. This program will 

provide grants and technical assistance to municipalities in support of increased recycling and waste 

reduction efforts. Seven informational sessions will be held. The deadline for the grant application is June 2. 

 

Town Coordinator Report 

The Town Coordinator reported that:  

 Carpet for Sawyer Hall – The Town Coordinator researched the price of carpeting at Lowe’s. 

Commercial grade carpeting runs from $.78/sq. foot to $2.58/sq. foot. Recycled carpeting (not commercial 

grade) costs upwards from $1.24/sq. foot. Installation is $1.04/sq. foot. Also needed is a rug pad. Further 

costs include ripping out and disposing of the old carpet and mileage. Dakor and other places will be 

researched this week. Dakor and Booska’s will be asked to come to Heath to see the town hall carpet and to 

provide an estimate. 

 School Committee – Rebecca Allen will be running as a write in candidate for school committee. She has 

children at both the Heath School and Mohawk. 

 Budget – Updated the budget. Have been providing facts and figures to the FinCom chair so that he may 

be able to calculate loader loan costs and other budgetary matters. 

 Annual Town Meeting Warrant – Put together preliminary ATM warrant articles. 

 Annual Report – in progress. 

 Filing and Organizing – is progressing. 

 

New Business 

 Flag Pole Light – a solar flag pole light will be ordered. Noted that a new flag has been ordered. 

 Storage Space – Discussed the need for more storage space for town documents. Rather than building a 

storage building it was decided to explore climate controlled storage spaces elsewhere. 

 Mohawk Stabilization Accounts – Tom attended an informational meeting last week and noted that warrant 

articles only authorize the creation of specialized stabilization accounts. At the moment nothing is budgeted 

for these accounts. 

 

Documents Signed –Warrants were signed. Brian moved to approve the new Verizon long distance contract 

suggested by the town accountant. Tom seconded. The motion passed and the contract was signed. All 

signed was the Highway Supt.’s Chapter 90 request forms. 

 

Minutes 

Brian moved to approve the April 6 meeting minutes as amended. Tom seconded. The motion passed. 

 

8:50 Finance Committee members Don Freeman, Jan Carr, Ned Wolf, and Jeff Simmons entered the 

meeting. 

 



The Finance Committee noted that they voted to recommend approving the budgets submitted by the 

Agricultural Commission and the Town Clerk. They recommended the town purchase Muniware for 

accounting software. And they recommended that the Board authorize the Highway Supt. to purchase a new 

loader using a mix of money from stabilization and an $80,000 loan. The Finance Committee also 

recommended that the town try PAYT for one year, subject to a town meeting vote of approval after the first 

year. The Board noted that they have the authorization to establish a PAYT program and that it is not subject 

to town meeting vote, but that they would hold an information meeting with town residents to hear different 

view points. 

 

9:08 The Finance Committee left the meeting. 

 

Brian moved to adjourn. Tom seconded. The motion passed. 

 

Next meeting is scheduled for April 20, at 7:00 p.m. at Sawyer Hall. 

 

Adjourned 9:09 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Gloria Fisher, Town Coordinator 


