
MEETING MINUTES 

Town of Heath 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Heath Community Hall 

April 6, 2010 

 

Called to order at 7:01 p.m. by Tom Lively with Sheila Litchfield  present. Also present Town Coordinator 

Gloria Fisher, Finance Committee Members Don Freeman, Jeff Simmons, and Ned Wolf and Jan Ameen, 

Executive Director, Franklin County Solid Waste Management District. 

 

Agenda was reviewed with no changes. 

 

7:13 Brian De Vriese and Dave Gott entered the meeting. 

 

Franklin County Solid Waste Management District 

Jan Ameen noted that Heath’s FY 2011 assessment go up $32. If Leverett joins the District, the assessment 

will be reduced by $46. She noted that 2/3 of the District’s member towns need to vote to approve Leverett 

joining. 

 

Pay As You Throw (PAYT) 

Jan explained how the Pay As You Throw (PAYT) program works and that if residents are asked to pay for 

special town trash bags, it should increase recycling and reduce the amount of trash hauled from Heath. 

Typically, PAYT programs result in a 15% reduction in trash. She explained the environmental benefits and 

economic savings associated with PAYT programs. Discussed the logistics of buying, storing, and selling 

trash bags and how other towns’ PAYT programs work. Jan noted that because Heath is a small town and 

because the transfer station is compact, that we could use bag stickers instead of special trash bags. Bags 

typically cost $.20 each while stickers cost $02.-.04 each. The price of the bag stickers could reduce the 

town’s disposal budget by $16,000. Discussed low income residents and seniors and how they could pay for 

stickers or bags. 

 

7:34 Mike Smith entered the meeting. 

 

PAYT Concerns 

It was mentioned that illegal dumping might be a problem. Jan replied that it has not been a significant 

problem in other PAYT towns. Discussed how and where to sell bags or stickers. Towns need to purchase 

$20,000 worth of bags at a time. Discussed possible fees for bags. It was recommended not to go below 

$1.50/bag. Discussed possible impacts on transfer station attendant. Jan recommended Heath try PAYT for 

one year and that the program can be customized to meet Heath’s needs. 

 

7:52 Jan left the meeting. 

 

Sand and Salt 

Mike presented a budget using just rock salt and sand, which was reviewed Discussed how to compare costs 

and amounts used for different years. Discussed the overall environmental impact of sand, rock salt, and 

treated salt. Mike noted that treated salt is less environmentally caustic than sand. Comparing data and prices 

from 2005-2010, it was noted that there was not a lot of cost differences. It appears the duration of a storm 

has more impact than number of storms. It was decided that there is no reason to change back to the use of 

just rock salt and sand. Dollar wise, it appears to make no difference and the treated salt is more efficient. 

 

Loader 

Mike has been exploring the cost of a new loader. A Kamatsu would be approx. $118,000 plus for options; a 

John Deere would be approx. $124,000 plus options. He is working on getting written quotes. The current 

loader has over 6,000 hours. He is also looking at used machines. Mike will continue researching the options. 



 

Transfer Station Hours 

Several residents suggested slightly changing the hours of the transfer station. Mike will speak with the 

attendant to see if he has any ideas about this. 

 

Center Clean Up 

Mike will check with the Academy to see if their students will be holding a clean up day in Heath. 

 

Tree 

Mike was informed that Covanta, Inc., is donating a tree to the town for Earth Day. Discussed planting it in 

the center of town somewhere near the flagpole. 

 

Ford Tractor 

Mike reported that the Case tractor he got for free for the town is working great. He noted that he did not 

want to keep repairing the 1974 Ford 3400 Tractor; he wanted to put it up for bid. Brian moved to authorize 

Mike to put the tractor up for bid. Sheila seconded. The vote was unanimous. 

 

8:45 Mike left the meeting. 

 

Budgets 

The Agriculture Commission’s FY 2011 budget proposal was reviewed. They are asking for $500 for 

expenses for signs, meeting notices, and informational flyers. The Town Clerk’s budget proposal was 

reviewed. There were not changes from FY 2009. Both budget requests were accepted. 

 

8:55 Dave, Don, Jeff, and Ned left the meeting. 

 

Mail 

 Letter from the Office of the Governor informing Heath that Chapter 90 money distributed for FY 2011 

will be $166,823. Also, e-mail from the Highway Supt notifying the Board of the same, a $4,828 increase 

from this year. 

 E-mail from Bob Dean requesting a meeting with the Board on April 20 to discuss the FRCOG’s 

accounting program and/or to have a general discussion about the COG and how they might help Heath. The 

Board will meet with Bob on April 20 at 7:05. 

 Notice from the Tech School that Heath’s fourth quarterly assessment will be reduced by $2,158 by use of 

their excess E & D funds. 

 Minutes from the three-town landfill meeting held on February 11, 2010. 

 E-mail from the town of Charlemont notifying the towns that at the June 7 landfill meeting, Dan Hall, 

DEP, will be in attendance to answer questions. 

 Notice from Sen. Downing that the senate released the proposal for Chapter 70 distribution for FY 2011. 

Mohawk District is cut 4% ($245,476). 

 Notice from Judy Willis that an information meeting about the District’s request for stabilization funds will 

be held Wednesday, April 7, at 6:30 p.m.  at the Middle School. 

 E-mail from Leah Gibson, FRCOG, ask the Board to sign the REPC Recertification Proclamation. This is 

in order to keep their REPC certification. It states that the 26 towns to accept local plans to share resources; 

to meet regularly; and to complete a regional plan. 

 E-mail from Sheila Litchfield with facts on how the preschool budget is formulated and administered and 

what help the District needs to make it viable. Either Joanne Blier or Michael Buoniconti will be invited to 

the April 20 meeting to discuss the preschool budget. 

 

 

 

Town Coordinator Report 

The Town Coordinator reported that:  



 Budget – She updated the budget and sent it out to BOS and FinCom. 

 Salary Survey – completed the FY 2010 salary survey and sent to BOS and FinCom. Discussed salaries 

and the budget. Salaries will be decided at the April 27 meeting. 

 Special Town Meeting – together with the Accountant, researched accounts and put together the Special 

Town Meeting warrant. This will be discussed at the April 27 meeting. The Town Coordinator will send the 

STM warrant to Town Counsel for his review. 

 Sand and Salt – updated the figures for sand and salt usage and distributed them to the BOS and FinCom. 

 Website – Complete updating the information and sent everything to Graham today.  

 Annual Report – I have been working on the 2009 Annual Report. 

 Filing and Organizing – is progressing. 

 

Old Business 

 Highway Bathroom – Brian will update the estimated money needed. 

 Speed Limit Changes – Margo will be asked how much money is needed for an engineering study. 

 Microfiche – Hilma will be asked how much it will cost to put the microfiche files on disks. 

 Agricultural Commission Signs – the Town Coordinator will inform Dave Freeman of another option for 

making the signs as he is having problems getting affordable quotes. 

 

New Business 

 Received a request from the Friends of the Heath School Library that they be allowed to offer food at the 

Annual Town Meeting. Brian moved to grant the request with appreciation for their efforts. Sheila seconded. 

The vote was unanimous. 

 

Documents Signed – Brian moved to sign the Regional Emergency Preparedness Committee’s (REPC) Joint 

Proclamation. Sheila seconded. The vote was unanimous and the proclamation stating Heath’s interest in the 

REPC was signed. Warrants were signed. 

 

Minutes 

Brian moved to approve the March 23 meeting minutes as amended. Sheila seconded. The vote was 

unanimous. 

 

Brian moved to approve the March 30 meeting minutes as amended. Sheila seconded. The vote was 

unanimous. 

 

Brian moved to adjourn. Sheila seconded. The motion passed. 

 

Next meeting is scheduled for April 13, at 7:00 p.m. at Sawyer Hall. 

 

Adjourned 9:50 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Gloria Fisher, Town Coordinator 


