
MEETING MINUTES 

Town of Heath 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Heath Community Hall 

March 23, 2010 

 

Called to order at 7:02 p.m. by Tom Lively with Sheila Litchfield  present. Also present Town Coordinator 

Gloria Fisher and Board of Health member Becky Allen and FinCom members Jeff Simmons, Ned Wolf, 

and Don Freeman. Also present, Ed McDonald, town administrator in Chester and candidate for State 

Representative. 

 

Agenda was reviewed with no changes. 

 

Ed McDonald introduced himself and spoke about his experiences in town government and grant writing. 

 

7:10 Brian De Vriese entered the meeting. 

 

Connect CTY 

Becky Allen discussed and reviewed the grant proposal she wrote for Connect CTY. The cost to the town to 

provide this service is $2,500 per year. Discussed how to fund this service from Blackboard and cost per 

resident. The Board will review the system’s effectiveness and whether to seek more grants to continue the 

service at the end of one year. If Becky succeeds in getting the grant, the Board would oversee the phoning 

system and a policy for use will be drawn up. Brian moved to approve Becky’s request to pursue the grant. 

Sheila seconded. The vote was unanimous. Becky was thanked for her work on this. 

 

7:18 Becky left the meeting. 

 

7:22 Assessors Val Kaempfer and Richard Gallup entered the meeting. 

 

Budget Hearing – Board of Assessors 

Val presented the Assessor’s budget request for FY 2011. They requested their expense line be raised by 

$200 to help pay for part of Alice Wozniak’s attendance at Assessors School. Colrain will split the cost of 

the training. A request of $,1000 for the mapping maintenance fee was also requested. Next the town is 

obligated to do the triennial property revaluation review. This will cost $9,400. Discussed the reval process 

and dates when it will be completed. 

 

7:29 Dave Gott entered the meeting. 

 

7:35 Dick and Val left the meeting. 

 

Mail 

 E-mail from Mike Smith re: a quote of $25,269.48 to fix the front brakes and the torque converter on the 

loader. It will be $16,000 to fix just the brakes. He is also looking for a used loader and estimates the cost to 

be $75,000 and up. Discussed the loader and whether to fix the current one or to purchase a new or used one.  

The Highway Supt. estimates that a new loader will cost approximately $120,000. Discussed the possibility 

of renting a loader. Firmer prices for used and new loaders will be explored as well as the cost of borrowing 

for the purchase. 

 

7:55 Police Chief Margo Newton entered the meeting. 

 

Budget Hearing – Police Dept. 

Margo presented her FY 2011 budget request. It included no increases. She noted that although the police 

officer salary line remained the same she would like to give a $1/hour raise to each officer and have them 



work fewer hours. The Board will review that request once the salary survey is completed. Margo said she is 

still waiting for an estimate on the engineering costs to do a speed limit survey. Margo requested that the 

town plow and sand her privately owned road as chief of police. The Board discussed the matter and will 

take it under advisement. She reported that the Police Dept. received their new AED (defibrillator) and 

would like to have use classes for interested parties. Jeff Simmons volunteered to teach a class. 

 

8:15 Margo left the meeting. 

 

Finance Committee 

Electronic Tax Bills – according to the Tax Collector’s research and phone conversations, this is not possible 

in Massachusetts right now. 

Salaries – discussed how the salary survey works. At a future meeting the Board and the FinCom will review 

salaries and stipends. 

Accounting Reports – discussed the current difficulties with sending the monthly accountant’s reports 

electronically. 

Mohawk Estates Emergency Plan – discussed the plan and the need to follow up with a meeting. 

 

8:25 Don, Ned, Dave, and Jeff left the meeting. 

 

Mail (continued) 

 Request from the Mohawk School District to put an article on the town’s meeting warrant allowing the 

MTRSD to establish stabilization funds for capital projects with regard to the High School and Middle 

School. Discussed the request and what it would be used for. Sheila and Tom will speak with the 

superintendent. Brian moved to include the article on the Annual Town Meeting warrant. Sheila seconded. 

The vote was unanimous. 

 Notice from the Franklin County Regional Housing and Redevelopment Authority that Heath may be 

eligible to apply for FY 2011 Mass Community Development Grants. They need notification by April 23 if 

Heath would like their assistance in applying for the grant. 

 Letter from City and Town Software pointing out a few benefits of using their system for Heath’s 

accounting software. 

 Minutes from the Franklin County Tech School Committee meeting of February 17, 2010. 

 Letter from Covanta stating that in honor of the 40
th

 anniversary of Earth Day, they will present the town 

with a six foot sapling for planting on town property. The sapling will be delivered the week of April 19. For 

every tree they purchase a fruit or shade tree will be planted in Africa. They need Heath’s response by March 

29. Brian moved to accept the offer of a free tree. Sheila seconded. The vote was unanimous. The tree will be 

planted on the town common. 

 Letter from WiredWest re: their efforts to secure fiber optic networks for Heath and surrounding towns. 

 Notice from the Tech School that Heath’s annual operating assessment for FY 2011 is $60,586. 

Accompanying the letter is a copy of their FY 2011 budget. 

 

Town Coordinator Report 

The Town Coordinator reported that:  

  Tax Bills Electronically – Tax Collector Elizabeth Nichols spoke with Kristin Schrier, Deputy Director 

for Information Technology, Division of Local Services. Kristin told Betty that no town or city in 

Massachusetts is sending property tax bills out electronically, and to her knowledge no one is investigating 

the possibility. The Mass General Laws covering sending out of tax bills (Chapt. 59: § 57 and 57C) 

specifically mention mailing, but do not mention e-mail. In addition, the tax collector needs to file an 

affidavit of mailing certified by the post office and notarized by the town clerk each time she sends out tax 

bills. This does not mean it can’t be done; it means that it is not being done yet. It is estimated that it would 

be quite costly to come up with a new system and software to make e-mail bills work. The technology is not 

available right now. The Dept. of Revenue would have to approve this and Mass General Laws would have 

to be changed to accommodate e-mail. As yet there is no way the Town of Heath can accept electronic 



payments, which some may expect with an electronic bill. If Betty discovers any more information, she will 

pass it along. 

 

 Governor’s Regional Economic Summit – She attended this meeting in Amherst last Friday. The 

discussion centered upon the economic recovery of Massachusetts and WMass in particular. Items 

mentioned included the rail service, fiber optic running up Rte. 91, the need for education, and the new 

computing center to be built in Holyoke. She questioned if businesses and students in WMass could be 

successful without broadband service. During a break she spoke with Linda Dunlavy and Jessica Atwood 

about high speed internet. No definitive word yet on when or where to expect it. 

 National Grid – She met with Tom Smith from National Grid last Wednesday. He presented the National 

Grid’s Baystate West Municipal Book. It has very good information and contact numbers in it. 

 Computers – She have received the computers that she ordered for the post office and nurse. They will 

need setting up. 

 Nurse – A new refrigerator has been ordered for the town nurse’s office. 

 Website – almost ready to go live. The new copy will be sent to Graham on Thursday. Elizabeth Nichols 

and Karen Brooks have had some “lessons” and have updated the BOH pages. 

 Budget – She has been working on the budget worksheets for FY 2011. 

 Annual Report – She has been working on the 2009 Annual Report. 

 Filing and Organizing – is progressing. 

 

9:02 Ed McDonald left the meeting. 

 

Old Business 

 Animal Inspector Training – The town coordinator will research this. 

 Highway Bathroom – the Cost will need to be revisited within the next couple of weeks. 

 Speed Limit Changes – the Police Chief needs to get an estimate of the engineering costs. 

 Microfiche Machine – the Town Coordinator will speak with the Town Clerk about this and ask her to get 

an estimate on transferring the microfiche to disks. 

 

New Business 

 Cemetery Donations and Deeds for Plots – discussed how to acknowledge donations. A form letter and a 

system is needed. It was noted that the Cemetery Commission will be holding a meeting soon to discuss this. 

The Town Coordinator will invite the Cemetery Commission members to the April 20 Board meeting. 

 

Documents Signed – warrants and a vacation request were signed. The FRCOG sent forms requesting the 

Board to authorize them to bid for contracts on the town’s behalf. Brian moved to provide the authorization. 

Sheila seconded. The vote was unanimous. The documents were signed and it was decided to go with the 

fixed price bid requests. 

 

Minutes 

Brian moved to approve the minutes of the March 16 meeting as amended. Sheila seconded. The vote was 

unanimous. 

 

Brian moved to adjourn. Sheila seconded. The motion passed. 

 

Next meeting is scheduled for April 6, at 7:00 p.m. at Sawyer Hall. 

 

Adjourned 9:55 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Gloria Fisher 

Town Coordinator 


