
MEETING MINUTES 

Town of Heath 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Heath Community Hall 

March 16, 2010 

 

Called to order at 7:02 p.m. by Tom Lively with Brian DeVriese and Sheila Litchfield  present. Also present 

Town Coordinator Gloria Fisher and census worker Linda Comstock. 

 

Agenda was reviewed with Preschool added to new business. 

 

U.S. Census – Linda Comstock 

Linda is recruiting people to work as follow up for the census. The jobs are part-time (5-10 hours/week) and 

pay $14.50/hour.There is a four-day training. The local census office phone number is 413-553-3200. She 

encourages people to fill out their census forms and send them in. 

 

7:18 Linda left the meeting. 

 

Mail 

 E-Mail from Mike Smith re: training for Transfer Station attendant on April 30. The attendant can be paid 

for training from Heath’s account in the Waste Management District’s escrow fund. 

 Letter from a town resident questioning the meaning of his donation of $500 for the purchase of two 

cemetery plots. He notes that plots to Heath residents are free. He would like an acknowledgement of his 

donation and a receipt for tax purposes. 

 Letter from MassPIRG urging the Select Board to support updating the bottle bill. Brian moved to sign the 

resolution supporting updating the bottle bill. Sheila seconded. The vote was unanimous and the resolution 

was signed. 

 Notice from the Franklin Regional Council of Governments (FRCOG) of the opportunity for traffic counts 

to be done free of charge. The Police Chief and the Highway Supt. will be asked for their input. 

 Invitation to Governor Patrick’s Regional Economic Summit to be held Friday, March 19, in Amherst. The 

Town Coordinator will attend. 

 

7:25 Finance Committee members Don Freeman, Ned Wolf, Jan Carr, Jeff Simmons, and Dave Gott entered 

the meeting. 

 

Town Coordinator Report 

The Town Coordinator reported that:  

 Verizon Claim – She spoke with MIIA regarding the claim submitted by Verizon for damage to a 

telephone pole on Royer Rd. MIIA is ready to pay the claim. 

 Assessors – The Assessors, Atty. Jeffrey Blake, a Heath resident, and his attorney have settled the property 

tax assessment claim without having to attend Appellate Tax Court. The compromise states the worth of the 

property at approximately $200,000 less than what it had been assessed at, but approximately $200,000 more 

than what the owners thought it should be assessed. The property owners will receive a rebate of 

approximately $4,000, paid for from the overlay account. 

 Local Aid – Sen. Downing’s office sent out a notice that the House and Senate Ways and Means chairs 

released a FY 2100 Local Aid Agreement. Heath’s lottery and unrestricted local aid will be $70,736, a drop 

of $2,951. Chapter 70 money for Mohawk will drop from $6,136,890 in FY 10 to $5,891,414 in FY 11, a 

drop of $245,476. 

 Website - progressing 

 Budget – She has been working on the budget worksheets for FY 2011. 

 Annual Report – I have been working on the 2009 Annual Report. 

 Filing and Organizing – is progressing. 

 



7:30 Board of Health members Becky Allen, John Doherty, Betty Nichols, and Karen Brooks entered the 

meeting. 

 

Budget Hearing – Tax Collector 

Elizabeth Nichols presented the tax collector’s budget request for FY 2011. She requested that the expense 

line be increased due to the cost of postage and envelopes. The tax taking line was raised to cover the costs 

of 5-10 tax takings per year. She was asked if the tax bills could be e-mailed. After some discussion, it was 

decided the idea needed to be researched before any decisions could be made. 

 

Budget Hearing – Board of Health 

Becky Allen presented the BOH’s budget request for FY 2011. The BOH has suggested that the Health 

Agent budget line be cut approximately 50%. They would like to renegotiate the contract with the FRCOG to 

include just training and some inspections. They were encouraged to discuss this with the FRCOG and to 

report back to the BOS with their recommendations. Discussed starting a revolving fund for fees and 

expenses related to inspections. The BOH members could be paid a small stipend from this fund for doing 

camper/trailer inspections. The BOH will report back to the Select Board and Finance Committee after their 

next meeting. Discussed the vacancy on the BOH. The BOH was thanked for their good work. 

 

8:08 Karen, John, and Betty left the meeting. 

 

Connect CTY 

Becky Allen reported that she was writing a grant funding proposal for Connect CTY in Heath. She will 

attend the next BOS meeting to discuss. 

 

8:10 Becky left the meeting. 

 

Discussed how many children are going to the Heath School. 

 

8:15 Don, Jan, Jeff, Ned, and Dave left the meeting. 

 

 

Old Business 

 Microfiche Reader – the Board wants it moved from the Police Office. Discussed how to deal with old 

microfiche. The Town Coordinator will discuss this with the Town Clerk. 

 Sand and Salt – discussed how to determine if there is a savings to the town by using treated salt. It was 

determined that the Town Coordinator will present a breakdown of the costs of treated salt, sand, and liquid 

melting agent. The Highway Supt. will be asked to put together a budget that does not use treated salt and to 

figure out how much he will need of both if using just rock salt and sand. Discussed the quality and condition 

of the winter roads using each method and what is acceptable. Discussed whether the treated salt is causing 

frost heaves. Mike will be asked for this information. The issue will be reinvestigated and resolved at the 

April 6 Board meeting. 

 Landfill – the Town Coordinator will e-mail a summary of  town counsel’s opinions. 

 Community Hall Policy – reviewed the most recently revised policy. Discussed town counsel’s suggestion 

to include a release form, to be signed whenever warranted.  The Board signed the revised policy. 

 

New Business 

 Preschool – The lead teacher at the preschool informed Sheila that she is concerned that the Superintendent 

is planning on making structural changes to the preschool that will impact the teachers – reduced hours for 

teachers, no health insurance benefits, and perhaps reduced hours of operation. The Board would like to 

know what the Superintendent’s plans are for the preschool. Sheila will speak with the School Committee 

members to see if they have any information regarding this. 

 

Documents Signed – warrants and a vacation request were signed. 



 

Minutes 

Brian moved to approve the minutes of the March 9 meeting as amended. Sheila seconded. The vote was 

unanimous. 

 

Brian moved to adjourn. Sheila seconded. The motion passed. 

 

Next meeting is scheduled for March 30, at 7:00 p.m. at Sawyer Hall. 

 

Adjourned 9:15 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Gloria Fisher 

Town Coordinator 

 

  


