
MEETING MINUTES 

Town of Heath 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Heath Community Hall 

March 9, 2010 

 

Called to order at 7:03 p.m. by Tom Lively with Brian DeVriese and Sheila Litchfield  present. Also present 

Town Coordinator Gloria Fisher and Kris Nartowicz and Jan Carr. 

 

Agenda was reviewed with no changes. 

 

Treasurer Budget Hearing 

Treasurer Kris Nartowicz presented her FY 11 budget request. It was reviewed line by line. After discussion 

the expenses line was raised $500 due to payroll expenses. Discussed tax taking activities and the difficulties 

involved. Health insurance premiums will increase 75.0% in FY 11 and another employee has enrolled in the 

town’s health insurance program. Discussed letter from tax title employee to Heath property owner. 

 

7:10 Ned Wolf and Dave Gott entered the meeting. 

 

7:15 Don Purington entered the meeting and Kris Nartowicz left the meeting. 

 

Library Budget Hearing 

Don Purington presented the Library’s FY 11 budget request. Reviewed each line of the request. The salary 

lines will remain the same until the final budget numbers are calculated and determination is made about the 

possibility of a cost of living increase. It was noted that the Library Operating Expense increased due to the 

state’s requirement that town contributions to local libraries must rise 2.5% each year in order to qualify for 

state aid and to be certified. If salaries are increased, this line may be lowered. Jan noted that the town gets 

its money’s worth out of CWMARs and she praised the library staff. 

 

7:25 Don left the meeting. 

 

Select Board Budget Hearing 

The Town Coordinator presented the Board’s FY 11 budget request. The request was reviewed line by line. 

It was decided to discuss stipends when salaries are reviewed. New items added to the budget include repair 

of the EOC roof, carpet replacement for the 2
nd

 floor of Sawyer Hall, painting of Sawyer Hall, and replacing 

the linoleum in the restrooms in Sawyer Hall. The Town Coordinator will get estimates for painting, rugs, 

and linoleum. Discussed needing a generator for the Heath School and possible ways to fund the expense. 

Repairs needed to Highway bathroom were noted and include ceiling, floor, walls, toilet, and the addition of 

a shower. Brian will contact builders for an estimate. 

 

Mail 

 E-mail from Town Accountant re: comparison costs for six years for the six different software companies 

she is exploring. 

 Minutes from the March 4 MMAC meeting. 

 Copy of a certified letter to the Town of Heath from Verizon re: damage to Verizon property claim. The 

Town Coordinator will follow up on this. 

 Notice from Cabot Risk Strategy that they received the injury claim of the Fire Chief. 

 Letter from the Mass. Dept. of Agricultural Resources asking the Board to nominate an inspector animals. 

 Memo from the Solid Waste District with their FY 2011 budget, which was accepted at a meeting on 

March 3. 

 Letter from Kopelman and Paige re: their attendance at town meetings. It is their policy not to 

automatically attend town meetings in small towns unless requested. They note that with advance notice they 

be reached by telephone for any questions that may come up during the meeting. 



 Notice from the Mohawk Trail Regional School District (MTRSD) that their FY 2011 budget was accepted 

and that Heath’s assessments are: Operating $796,865 and Capital $17,659. 

 Letter from Robert Aeschback, Chair MTRSD School Committee, re: salary increases recently given to 

two employees. According to a salary survey of School Business Administrators and Directors of Pupil 

Personnel Services, the MTRSD FY11 salaries for these two positions will be $10,000-$14,000 less than the 

average salaries of these two positions in area single school districts. 

 Received from the Library Trustees the annual performance review of the Library Director, in which he 

was highly regarded. 

 Copy of the 2009 Franklin County Bikeway Plan Update. 

 Received from Kopelman and Paige, copies of letters sent to the Clerk of the Appellate Tax Board re: 

resident’s appeal of his property tax figure. 

 

8:11 Jan, Ned, and Dave left the meeting. 

 

Town Coordinator Report 

The Town Coordinator reported that:  

 FEMA/MEMA – She filled out and submitted preliminary damage assessment forms for snow storms the 

week of February 22. The state needs to get at least $8.5 million in damages to qualify. 

 Transfer Station – She wrote and sent letters to transfer station candidates informing them the position 

had been filled. 

 Workmen’s Comp – Contacted Cabot Risk Strategy and filled out Workmen’s Comp forms for the Fire 

Chief. 

 Assessors – Town Counsel has responded to a request for assistance from the Board of Assessors. Jeffrey 

Blake, their tax expert, told the Town Coordinator he will try to settle this without a hearing. 

 Community Hall Committee – meeting Thursday at 4:15 at Community Hall. 

 Heath Herald – The next issue (April/May) will include tributes to Bob Herman. Due date for submissions 

is March 10. Jane would appreciate something from the Select Board. 

 Website - progressing 

 Budget – She has been working on the budget worksheets for FY 2011. 

 Annual Report – She has been working on the 2009 Annual Report. 

 Filing and Organizing – is progressing. 

 

Old Business 

 Animal Inspector Training – the Town Coordinator will research available training opportunities. 

 Computer Back Up Plans – discussed how each unit backs up their computer information and the possible 

need to purchase a stand alone server or back up to a host web site. 

 

New Business 

 Sand and Salt Usage – the usage charts and information put together by the Town Coordinator were 

reviewed. Discussed the usage of the liquid chemical, how much is used and how it is used. The Town 

Coordinator will put together the end of winter data for usage of sand, salt, and liquid and those figures will 

be reviewed at a future meeting. Discussed whether the treated salt is impacting the roads, causing frost 

heaves. 

 

Documents Signed – warrants were signed. 

 

Minutes 

Brian moved to approve the minutes of the February 16 meeting as amended. Sheila seconded. The motion 

passed with one abstention. 

 

Brian moved to approve the minutes of the March 2 meeting as amended. Sheila seconded. The vote was 

unanimous. 



 

Brian moved to adjourn. Sheila seconded. The motion passed. 

 

Next meeting is scheduled for March 9, at 7:00 p.m. at Sawyer Hall. 

 

Adjourned 9:50 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Gloria Fisher 

Town Coordinator 

 

  


