
MEETING MINUTES 

Town of Heath 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Heath Community Hall 

March 2, 2010 

 

Called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Tom Lively with Sheila Litchfield  present. Also present Town Coordinator 

Gloria Fisher and FinCom members Don Freeman and Jan Carr. 

 

Agenda was reviewed with no changes. 

 

Mail 

 Invitation to Stan’s Municipal Conference on March 27, 8:30-2:00, at the Clarion in Northampton. Tom 

and Sheila will both attend. The town coordinator will make their registrations. 

 Copies of letters sent from the Building Inspector to a Heath resident re: no building and to the Heath 

School Notice of Violation of State Building Code. 

 Copy the MTRSD FY 11 Budget Proposal Presentation. 

 Copy of a letter from Smith Vocational School noting that out of district tuition will $14,100 per student 

per year. 

 Copy of a letter sent by the Buckland Select Board to Supt. Buoniconti questioning the $18.000 in 

contracted salary increases. 

 Notice from the Dept. of Agricultural Resources notifying the Select Board of their intent to purchase 124 

acres on Brunelle Rd. for inclusion in the APR program. 

 Notice from Kopelman and Paige regarding the Dept. of Public Utilities Emergency Regulations regarding 

standards of performance of emergency preparation and restoration of service for electric distribution and 

gas companies. The standards include a mandatory annual meeting with state and local officials to ensure 

effective and efficient flow of information and coordination. 

 Copy of a letter from the Ashfield Select Board to Supt. Buoniconti questioning the $18,000 in contracted 

salary increases. 

 Notice from the FRCOG of an invitation to an evening of information and discussion on Getting to Know 

Your Regional Organizations on March 11, 7-9 p.m. RSVP needed. 

 Notice from the FRCOG re: updating local natural hazard mitigation plan. They request that the town 

convene a local project team to work with them over the next several months to review and update our plan. 

 Copy of a letter from the Colrain Select Board to Supt. Buoniconti questioning the $18.000 in contracted 

salary increases. 

 Memo from the FCSWMD asking the Board to appoint an alternate member to the District’s Board. The 

Board decided it was not necessary at this time. 

 Notice from MIIA of a $368 dividend awarded to Heath. The money will be used to offset the FY 2011 

invoice. 

 Notice of the Selectmen’s Association quarterly meeting. March 18, 2010 at the Greenfield Grille. Sheila 

and Tom will attend. 

 Invitation from the FRCOG to a long range regional transportation plan meeting to be held on March 17 at 

the Hampton Inn in Greenfield. 

 E-mail from the Highway Supt. regarding the interviews he conducted for the transfer station attendant 

position. 

 Agenda for the February 24 School Committee meeting (now to be held March 3). 

 Notice from the Franklin Retirement System that they voted grant a 3% COLA to retirees. 

 E-mail from Mike Smith re: buying a recycling sign for $16. The Board decided to purchase one sign. The 

Highway Supt. will be notified. 

 E-mail from a resident requesting the transfer station to be open from 3-7 p.m. or 2-6 p.m. on Wednesdays 

during the summer instead of 1-5 p.m. This will be discusses at a later date. 

7:17 Tracey Baronas entered the meeting. 



 

Annual Performance Review – Town Accountant 

Annual Performance Review held with Town Accountant. The job description was reviewed with several 

changes. Tracey noted that the accounting software the town is presently using will be supported through 

June 30, then the town will need to purchase new software. Objectives and goals for the coming year were 

discussed. Tracey will keep the Board informed of software options. 

 

7:26 Ned Wolf and Brian De Vriese entered the meeting. 

 

7:31 Dave Gott entered the meeting. 

 

Budget Hearing – Town Accountant 

Discussed the need to purchase new accounting software and reviewed and discussed the software options. 

The Board asked her to project the five-year expense for each of the six options. A new computer will also 

need to be purchased. Discussed considerations of each vendor. 

 

7:45 School Committee Members Ann Pacino and Emily Cross entered the meeting. 

 

7:58 Highway Supt. and Fire Chief Mike Smith entered the meeting. 

 

8:03 Tracey Baronas left the meeting. 

 

School Committee 

Discussed the Mohawk FY 2011 budget and the $18,000 worth of salary increases for two Mohawk 

personnel. It was noted that Heath’s Operation Assessment will be going down next year and that 47 Special 

Education paraprofessionals will be leaving next year. The Heath School will have a full-time administrator 

next year – ½ time principal and ½ time something else. Discussed the refinancing of Mohawk’s school 

loans. Emily said she would not be running for school committee this May. She was thanked for all her hard 

work and time spent as a school committee member. 

 

8:20 Ann and Emily left the meeting. 

 

Highway Dept. Budget Hearing 

Mike presented and reviewed his budget requests for FY 2011. He noted that Dump Tipping figure might 

need to be raised and that Hired Equipment Account will decrease 40%. Discussed the 1996 Dresser loader, 

which has been breaking down frequently. Parts aren’t always available for this machine. Discussed 

Highway Dept. salaries and that health insurance rising rates negate most cost of living adjustments. 

Discussed the costs of salt and sand. Tom would like more information on a breakdown of costs and the cost 

to taxpayers of using treated salt vs. rock salt and sand. 

 

Fire Dept. Budget Hearing 

Mike presented his  and reviewed his budget requests for FY 2011. He needs to increase the Supplies and 

Training line to where it was in FY 09. The Emergency Services Supply account will also need to be 

increased to pay for batteries for the defibrillators. 

 

Highway Dept. Capital Expenses 

Discussed the Dresser loader and that the 1999 International is also due to be replaced. Reviewed the 

Machinery Replacement list for the Highway and Fire Departments. It was noted that the 1999 Int’l is in fair 

condition; the issue is with the body. A new truck will cost approximately $90,000. A new loader will cost 

approximately $120,000. It was decided that a loader is the first priority. Mike will update the replacement 

list. 

 

 



Fire Dept. Training 

It was noted that one of the firefighters would like to take a train the trainers course for rapid intervention. 

Brian moved to approve the request to take the training;  to receive payment for his time, which will come 

from the Fire Supplies and Training account, which will be reimbursed by MEMA. Sheila seconded. The 

vote was unanimous. 

 

Transfer Station Attendant 

Mike discussed the interview process and the reported his evaluations of the candidates. Discussed the salary 

range. Brian moved to offer the appointment as Transfer Station to Tommy Flynn at a salary of $10.75/hour 

to start March 8. Sheila seconded. The vote was unanimous. Letters will be sent to the other candidates. 

 

9:40 Don, Ned, Dave, and Jan left the meeting. 

 

Town Coordinator Report 

The Town Coordinator reported that:  

 Budget Hearing – She attended the state’s budget hearing at UMass last week. They discussed local aid, 

lottery money, secondary and elementary education and higher education funding. It was not very well 

attended. 

 Three Town Landfill – The town coordinator spoke with Mark Reich regarding the landfill issues. He 

suggests a settlement agreement with the owner before installation if the towns agree to install a well. He 

also suggests determining if in fact the well is contaminated due to the landfill. If a new well is drilled and 

the water tests good, it is the owner’s responsibility to show if future contamination is coming from the 

landfill. 

 Assessors – The Assessors will be contacted by a tax expert from K&P regarding the appellate tax hearing 

on April 8. 

 Community Hall Insurance – K&P recommends the town create a form with appropriate liability release 

language. Town Counsel would be happy to develop this form. He also cautions that if the Town chooses to 

open the Hall to religious or political groups it may not discriminate to any other groups. Mick Garrold from 

MIIA recommends that any outside group provide a certificate of insurance with the town listed as additional 

insured. This is to provide a buffer so that the town’s future ratings wouldn’t be impacted by any claims 

made. 

 Heath Herald – The next issue (April/May) will include tributes to Bob Herman. Due date for submissions 

is March 10. 

 Computers – The town coordinator purchased two computers – one for the nurse and one for the post 

office. They are ThinkPad SL510 Series computers at a cost of $474 each. 

 FCSWMD Meeting – The FCSWMD budget meeting will be held on Wednesday, March 3. 

 Budget – The town coordinator has been working on the budget worksheets for FY 2011. 

 Annual Report – She has been working on the 2009 Annual Report. 

 Filing and Organizing – is progressing.. 

 

New Business 

 Highway Dept. Hours – Discussed whether highway dept. employees are working too many consecutive 

hours. The Personnel Policy states no more than 16 consecutive hours may be worked. Discussed needing a 

plan or policy to address the issue of how to get all the work done without going over the time limit. It was 

decided that under unusual circumstances the Highway Supt. will need to hire people to fill in for the 

Highway Dept. employees so they don’t work more than 16 hours. 

 

9:55 Mike left the meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 



Old Business 

 Landfill – discussed consideration of drilling exploratory well to look for clean water on a Charlemont 

resident’s property. The Town Coordinator explained the discussions she had with Town Counsel and his 

opinions. 

 

 Community Hall Committee – Discussed the new policy and when the Board could meet with the 

committee. 

 

Documents Signed – warrants and letters were signed. 

 

Brian moved to adjourn and to postpone approving the meeting minutes of February 16 at the March 9 

meeting.. Sheila seconded. The motion passed. 

 

Next meeting is scheduled for March 9, at 7:00 p.m. at Sawyer Hall. 

 

Adjourned 10:20 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Gloria Fisher 

Town Coordinator 

 

  


