
 

 

 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

Town of Heath 

EMERGENCY MEETING OF BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Sawyer Hall 

February 25, 2013 
 

Called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Sheila Litchfield, with Tom Lively and Brian DeVriese present.  Also 

present: Kara Leistyna, Town Coordinator, Hilma Sumner, Town Clerk and Margo Newton, Police Chief.  

 

Reviewed Agenda:  No changes. 

 

Emergency Dog Incident: 
 Reviewed topics covered at Animal Control Issues Training at FRCOG and actions needed to 

handle dog complaints. 

 Discussed Rabies Protocol 

 Animal Inspector information 

 State Law warrant for annual authorization for dog officer 

 Tom briefed everyone in attendance on reason for meeting.   

 Reviewed dog complaint filed 2/19/13 and actions taken by officials. Discussed whether Town has 

authorization to quarantine offending dogs or remove them from the residence.   

 Reviewed rabies protocol 

 Need warrant language to delegate authority.  Animal Inspector has the authority to go onto 

property and inspect all animal issues. 

 Discussed revising Heath Dog Bylaws. 

 

On a motion by Brian DeVriese and seconded by Sheila Litchfield, the Board voted unanimously to 

appoint Tom Lively as Heath Animal Control Officer (ACO) effective immediately in accordance with 

MGL Chapter 140 Sections 151A and 153.  Tom abstained. 

 

On a motion by Brian DeVriese and seconded by Tom Lively, the Board voted unanimously to 

nominate Chief, Margo Newton as Heath Animal Inspector (AI) effective immediately in accordance 

with MGL Chapter 129, Section 15.  This nomination will be sent to the Massachusetts Dept. of 

Agricultural Resources, Division of Animal Health for official appointment by the Director, Michael 

Cahill. 

 

 Tom and Margo were sworn in by Town Clerk. 

 Kara will notify Attorney General of this emergency meeting and will send nomination to Div. of 

Animal Health. 

 Subject to be further discussed at tomorrow’s scheduled meeting.  Will follow up on all violations. 

Animal Control officer has communicated with dog owner. 

 

On a motion by Brian DeVriese and seconded by Tom Lively, the Board voted unanimously to adjourn 

at 9:40 a.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Kara Leistyna, Town Coordinator 

 
 


