
MEETING MINUTES 

Town of Heath 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Heath Community Hall 

February 16, 2010 

 

Called to order at 7:07 p.m. by Brian De Vriese with Sheila Litchfield  present. Also present Town 

Coordinator Gloria Fisher and Al Canali, Leighton McCutchen, and Janice Boudreau. 

 

Agenda was reviewed with Verizon DSL service added to new business. 

 

WMass Community Fiber Network 

Al Canali explained the recently formed network would like to place an article on the town meeting warrant. 

The article would give the town permission to form an intermunicipal agreement with 44 local communities 

to set up a fiber optic network for internet access at no cost to the town. The group would use public and 

private funding. The plan is to form a district/entity; get the town to join; raise money; get licensing and 

contracts; and get permission to put wires up. If the agreement is approved by the towns, the fiber optic 

should be up and running in 1 ½- 2 years. It is based on the Vermont model. The Board explained that they 

can enter into an intermunicipal agreement without town meeting approval, but that they would prefer to 

inform the townspeople before signing such an agreement. The Board agreed to put the article on the 

warrant. 

 

DSL Service/Verizon 

Janice and Leighton noted that the DSL service available on Route 8A and Number Nine Rd. has been out of 

service for six days affecting 80 households. They expressed their frustrations with Verizon’s response and 

that they do not get the same story twice. They asked if the Board could put some pressure to resolve this 

problem as it is affecting their businesses. The Board will send a letter to Verizon expressing their concern 

and displeasure with Verizon’s service. 

 

7:53 Al, Janice, and Leighton left the meeting. 

 

Mail 

 Thank you note from Eileen Herman. 

 Letter from Mass DOT re: renewing the town’s annual maintenance permit to access the state highway 

layout. 

 Injury report from the Fire Chief regarding an injury sustained while fighting a fire in Charlemont. 

 Letter and materials from Community Action to help families access free Head Start and Early Head Start 

home-visiting, Head Start Preschool and child care. 

 E-mail from the Board of Assessors requesting the presence of town counsel in an appellate court hearing 

in Springfield on April 7. The Town Coordinator will contact Town Counsel. 

 E-mail from the Charlemont Executive Secretary re: next 3TL meeting. The date agreed upon, March 18, 

will not work because it is also the date of the Franklin County Selectmen’s meeting. A new date of March 

25 is proposed. Sheila can attend the meeting; Brian cannot. 

 Notice from the Mass DEP that they have received a notice of intent from MEPOA regarding application 

of herbicides for aquatic plant management. 

 E-mail from the town of Sunderland about beginning discussions about sharing administrative/clerical 

assessors’ staff and wondering if Heath would like to pursue this further. After discussion, it was decided ask 

the Board of Assessors for their opinion. 

 E-mail from Planning Board Chair Calvin Carr with maps and information on the windmill siting proposal. 

 

Town Coordinator Report 

The Town Coordinator reported that:  



 Connect CTY – She provided information on Connect CTY to Board of Health Chair Becky Allen. Sheila 

noted that there is possible funding for this from the FRCOG. 

 Computers – She is prepared to order laptop computers for the post office and the town nurse with the 

Board’s permission. 

 State Budget Hearings – A public hearing on the state’s FY 2011 budget filed by Gov. Patrick will be 

held on Monday, February 22, in Amherst. The meeting will run from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. and will be held at 

UMass. Topics will be Local Aid (MMA and Local Officials); Education (DESE, EEC); Board of Higher 

Education; and a two hour public comment period. The Town Coordinator will attend. 

 FCSWMD Meeting – The FCSWMD budget meeting scheduled to be held on Wednesday, February 10, 7 

p.m., has been postponed to February 24. 

 Budget – She has been working on the budget worksheets for FY 2011. 

 Annual Report – She has been working on the 2009 Annual Report. 

 Filing and Organizing – is progressing. 

 

Old Business 

 Appointments – discussed needing a candidate to run for school committee member. The current school 

committee members will be invited to next week’s meeting. 

 Website – the town’s new website will go live by April 1 or earlier. 

 Three Town Landfill – the Board agreed to contact town counsel regarding some questions regarding 

drilling a new well that need to be resolved before the next 3TL meeting. The Town Coordinator will contact 

town counsel. 

 

New Business 

 All Boards Meeting – reviewed and discussed the survey results of the all boards meeting held on February 

9. 

 

Documents Signed – warrants and letters were signed. 

 

Minutes 

Brian moved to approve the minutes of the February 9 All Boards meeting as amended. Sheila seconded. The 

motion passed. 

 

Brian moved to approve the minutes of the February 9 Select Board meeting as submitted. Sheila seconded. 

The motion passed. 

 

Brian moved to adjourn. Sheila seconded. The motion passed. 

Next meeting is scheduled for February 23, at 7:00 p.m. at Sawyer Hall. 

 

Adjourned 8:58 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Gloria Fisher 

Town Coordinator 

 

  


