
MEETING MINUTES 

Town of Heath 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

All Boards and Committees Meeting 

Heath Community Hall 

February 9, 2010 

 

Called to order at 6:12 p.m. by Tom Lively with Brian De Vriese present. Also present Town Coordinator 

Gloria Fisher and Town of Heath board and committee members.(See attached list.) 

 

Agenda was reviewed with no changes. 

 

Welcome 

Tom Lively welcomed everyone to the  annual All Boards and Committees meeting and thanked them for 

their volunteer efforts. He explained the purpose of the meeting. 

 

Everyone present introduced themselves. 

 

Budget 

Tom Lively explained that the budget worksheet each participant had was a draft budget and explained 

how the budget process works. Discussed the state budget situation and how the state may cut local aid. 

He asked that all departments be reasonable with their budget requests, but that the Board doesn’t 

anticipate budget cuts. 

 

6:20 Sheila Litchfield entered the meeting. 

 

Conflict of Interest Law and New Open Meeting Law Regulations. 

Town Clerk Hilma Sumner reviewed memos from town counsel regarding the changes in the Open 

Meeting Law, which are due to go into effect on July 1. Some of these changes include taking of minutes, 

posting of meetings, and executive session. She explained the new Conflict of Interest Law and how it 

affects all board, committee, and commission members as well as elected official and town employees. 

She asked those that had not already done so, to review the new law and to sign the form acknowledging 

receipt of the law. Town Coordinator Gloria Fisher explained that everyone needs to complete the online 

training for the new ethics law by April 28 and explained the process. 

 

Website 

Gloria Fisher notified the group that the town’s website has been redesigned and is being updated. She 

explained the handouts and gave a rudimentary lesson in how to make changes to each department’s web 

page. She will set up training sessions once the site has gone live. 

 

Communications 

Sheila Litchfield explained that the Board would like to meet with every board and committee annually 

and that annual budget hearings could fulfill this request. She discussed the materials handed out to 

participants including important dates and elected officials and appointed members whose terms are 

expiring in 2010.  

 

Board and Committee Reports 

 Agriculture Commission – Calvin Carr reported that the Ag Commission is hoping to install signs in 

town notifying people that Heath is a Farm Friendly town. 

 



 Board of Assessors - Val Kaempfer reported that the Assessors are still assessing and will start using the 

new Patriot Software system this year. She explained that the mapping projects are coming together. 

 

 Board of Health – Becky Allen reported that the BOH has updated their fee schedule, held two H1N1 

clinics, and among the members three have their serv safe certificates and one has her soil evaluator 

certificate. She also noted that she is working on a grant to provide Connect CTY to the town. 

 

 Community Hall Committee – Sheila reported that the committee is working on a policy for use by the 

public of the Community Hall and Senior Center. 

 

 Council on Aging - Val Kaempfer reported that the Council has been applying for grants from Elder 

Affairs. Grant money is used to provide stipends to the Senior Center workers, to buy equipment, for 

exercise classes, for the town nurse, and  donate to the Library. 

 

7:00 Karen Brooks left the meeting. 

 

 Energy Committee – Brian De Vriese reported that town is investigating energy performance 

contracting with Siemens and explained how it works. The committee is hoping to get an article on the 

annual town warrant for approve the contract with Siemens. 

 

 Finance Committee – Don Freeman reported that the committee has been looking at special purpose 

stabilization funds for capital projects. He discussed the town’s free cash balance, the elementary school 

mortgage, and the state’s cherry sheet figures. 

 

 Historical Commission – Margaret Freeman reported that the commission has reformulated itself in 

order to more efficiently work at their projects. There are three main areas of interest for the commission: 

Heritage Landscapes, Oral Histories, and Historical Structures. 

 

 Library Trustees – Jan Carr reported that CWMars is working out nicely and that the bookmobile was 

terminated for lack of funds. She presented kudos to Library Director Don Purington for using his own 

vehicle to drive to Whately to pick up books that the bookmobile used to bring. She also noted that the 

trustees and library staff are working on reconfiguring the library space and that the Friends of the Heath 

Library donated money to be used for the purchase of a laptop computer to be used by the public. 

 

 Planning Board – Calvin Carr reported that the board is working on updating the zoning bylaws to 

include language promoting smart growth. He explained that a grant is available for research and 

technical assistance. He also mentioned that the windmill siting regulations have been passed by the 

House and noted that the new regulations take away town control over large windmill siting plans. 

 

 Senior Center Coordinator – Val Kaempfer, for Eileen Tougas, reported that the Senior Center was 

awarded a cultural council grant to present a Mark Twain performance in November. 

 

 Zoning Board of Appeals –  Val Kaempfer reported that the ZBA has been busy this year.  

 

Guidelines and Requirements 

Brian explained the “Guidelines for Committee and Board Appointments” form. The Guidelines detail the 

expectations required of all appointees regarding the Open Meeting Law, keeping of minutes, Executive 

Session, litigation, and use of Town Counsel. He also noted the legal requirements involved with being a 

member of a Town Committee or Board and discussed the materials handed out to participants – copies of 

the open meeting law, use of e-mail policy, and requirements for keeping of meeting minutes. 

 



 

Tom noted that there are openings on the Board of Health and Cultural Council and that the town needs 

someone to run for school committee. 

 

Everyone was asked to fill out the meeting evaluations and thanked for coming. 

 

Adjourned at 7:42 p.m.  

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Gloria Fisher, Town Coordinator 

   


